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Biographies 
 

 

Isabelle Durant MEP - Vice-President 

of the European Parliament and 

Member of the European Parliament for 

the Greens. 

 

First a graduated nurse, Isabelle Durant 

went on with political studies and 

obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Economic and Social Politics specializing 

in Social Issues from UCL-Fopes 

(Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium) in 1994.  

 

After years of working as a teacher, Isabelle Durant began her political career in 1991 

in the Parliament of the Brussels-Capital Region and worked as the Federal Secretary 

and Spokesperson for Ecolo (Belgian Green Party) with Jacky Morael between 1994 

and 1999.  

 

In 1999, she served as Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Mobility and 

Transport until 2003.  

 

In 2004, she was Federal secretary and Spokesperson for Ecolo, this time with Jean-

Michel Javaux and Claude Brouir, replacing Evelyn Huytebroeck who became 

Minister of the Government of the Brussels-Capital. 

 

From 2007 to 2009, Isabelle Durant is re-elected Co-president of Ecolo, still with 

Jean-Michel Javaux (from this moment, the term "co-president" has replaced the 

one of "federal secretary" in the statutes of Ecolo). 

 

After this, between 2003 and 2009, she served as a Senator.  

 

In 2009, she was elected at the European Parliament, and became Vice-President of 

this institution.  

 

She has also been an elected representative in the municipality of Schaerbeek in 

Brussels since 2006. 

 



  
Philippe Lamberts MEP - Greens/EFA Member of the 

European Parliament, co-spokesperson European Green 
Party. 

Mr. Lamberts was trained as engineer in applied 

mathematics at the Catholic University of Louvain. He 

followed a commercial career for 20 years at IBM, whilst 

being involved in politics with the Greens. He served for 

Ecolo (Belgian Green Party) both as a local council member 

from 1991 to 2003 and as advisor to the cabinet of Isabelle 

Durant from 1999 to 2003. He has been very active in the 

European Green Party for over 12 years, starting with his membership of the 

executive committee of the European Federation of Green Parties in 2002. Since 

2006 to today he has been co-President of the European Green Party. In the 

European Parliament he is serving his first term from 2009 to 2014 as a member of 

the Greens/EFA Group. As Member of the European Parliament, he focuses on 

economic questions (fiscal and governance issues in particular), as well as on 
industrial, research and innovation matters.  

 

Philippe Morvannou - expert on European steel 

industry, Syndex. 

 

Syndex is a consultancy gathering 400 consultants 

and specialists in the economic and social aspects of 

companies, who provide assistance to employee representatives and trade unions in 

France and in Europe. It places its expertise at the service of European Works 

councils, European trade union federations, sectoral social partner committees or 

European public institutions and employer/union institutions, to foster social 

dialogue and contribute to promoting a social Europe. 

 

 

 

Sebastian Plickert - Umweltbundesamt (German 

Federal Environment Agency). 

 

Mr. Plickert studied Environmental Engineering at the 

Technical University of Berlin. From 1999 to 2002, he 

worked at the Centre of Environmental Studies of the 

University of Potsdam as a research associate in the fields 

of mechanical-biological waste treatment. In 2002, he 

joined the German Federal Environment Agency 

(Umweltbundesamt) and started working on industrial 

emissions, in particular dealing with the implementation of 

the European IPPC directive. In 2005, he switched to the unit “Resource conservation, 

material cycles, mineral and metal industries” as an expert for various industry 

sectors. Since 2006, his main field of activity is the iron and steel industry. As such, 

he was involved in the revision of the EU BAT Reference Document for Iron and Steel 

Production, which led to the first BAT Conclusions under the Industrial Emissions 

Directive. 

 

 



  
Tomas Wyns - Director of the Centre for Clean Air Policy-

Europe (CCAP), author of "Technologies available to reduce 

European Steel, paper and cement industry emissions". 

 

Tomas Wyns is the director of the CCAP Europe office in 

Brussels, Belgium. From 2007-11 Tomas was the European 

Union Emissions Trading Scheme Policy Adviser of Climate 

Action Network Europe and NGO representative in European 

Climate Change Policy working groups on the EU Emission 

Trading Scheme. Tomas coordinated the NGO campaign on the 

2008 EU Climate and Energy package. Later he took on the role 

of policy team coordinator at Climate Action Network Europe. 

  

Prior to that, Tomas worked as a climate change policy adviser for the Flemish 

Ministry of the Environment where he focused on the EU Emission Trading Scheme, 

in particular the Flemish Allocation Plan. He coordinated the Flemish environmental 

regulations concerning energy efficiency and provided technical support in the 

realization of the Flemish Benchmarking Covenant. Tomas was the Flemish 

negotiator at the ENV Council Working Group and represented the Flemish 

Government within the EU Working Group III in the Climate Change Committee. 

  

Born in Belgium in 1974, Tomas holds a master's degree in physics and a diploma in 

international relations from the University of Leuven. 

 

 

Reinhard Bütikofer MEP - Member of the 

European Parliament for the German Green Party.  

 

He is the European Parliament's Rapporteur on Raw 

Materials and sits amongst others on its committee on 

industry, research and energy and its delegation for 

relations with the United States as well as the 

Delegation for Relations with the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. He is also a 

substitute member of the Delegation for Relations with China. Mr. Bütikofer is a 

vice-chair and the treasurer of his political group, The Greens/European Free Alliance 

in the European Parliament. He is also the Group's spokesperson on industrial policy. 

Furthermore, he is delegation speaker for the parliamentarians from the German 

Green Party (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen). 

  

From 2002 until 2008 Mr. Bütikofer was the national party chairman of the German 

Green Party. He was secretary general from 1998 until 2002. Prior to that he was the 

state chairman of the Green Party in Baden-Württemberg. He served as a member of 

the Baden-Württemberg state parliament from 1988 until 1996. His career with the 

Green Party began when he was elected to the city council of Heidelberg in 1984. 

 

Mr. Bütikofer is a member of the board of the Aspen Institute Berlin, the advisory 

board of the American Jewish Committee’s Ramer Center in Berlin, the 

Europe/Transatlantic advisory board of the Heinrich Böll Foundation, the German-

Chinese Dialogue Forum, the Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union (NABU), 

and the European Green Foundation. 

 



  
Mr. Bütikofer was born in Mannheim, Germany, in 1953 and grew up in Speyer. In 

1969-70 he spent a year in Kenosha, Wisconsin. After high school he studied 

philosophy, history, classical history, and sometimes Sinology, in Heidelberg. He is 

married and father to three daughters. 

 

 

 

Karl Buttiens - General Manager Environment & Global CO2 

Strategy for the group ArcelorMittal. 

 

After a couple of years in academia and several functions in 

governmental administrations he joined AM Gent in 1988 where 

he became plant environment manager in 1995. Since 2002 he 

heads the group environment department first of Arcelor later 

of ArcelorMittal. 

 

He holds several degrees in engineering (Mining; Engineering Mechanics; Safety) 

from the University of Leuven (Belgium) and the University of Wisconsin (Madison 

US) 

 

Ulrich Eckelmann - General Secretary, European 

Metalworker's Federation. 

 

1967 -1970 

Professional training to become a bank clerk 

 

1970 – 1972 

Military Service 

 

1972 – 1976 

Economic, Business and Public Administration studies  

Graduated in Public Management (Diplom-Verwaltungswirt) 

 

1976 – 1988 

Federal Statistical Office 

Various functions focusing on economic statistics, the economic and financial 

database 

Long-serving member in the Staff Committee (Works Council) 

Various trade union functions in ÖTV (public services, transport and traffic union) 

 

Since 1988 

IG Metall, 14 years as director of the Department for Economy, Technology and 

Environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Dr Jens Traupe - Head of Environment and Energy Policy, 

Salzgitter AG and chairman of the EUROFER Climate 

Change Committee.  

 

Born in 1964, geology studies at the Clausthal University of 

Technology with specialization in environmental and 

resource geology. Additional studies in business 

administration for senior management. Doctor of 

engineering in the subject area metallurgy.  

 

From 1991 – 1995 project engineer at a consultancy. 

 

Since 1995 employed in the area of technical 

environmental protection at   Salzgitter AG. Appointed for group environmental 

officer in 2003 and later on for head of the department environmental and energy 

policy. In this function, Jens Traupe is coordinating group-wide topics such as 

emissions trading, REACH and sustainability issues.  

 

He participates in several environmental committees of the steel and energy 

intensive industry on both national and international level. Chairman of the climate 

change committee in the European Steel Association (EUROFER). 

 

 

Hans Bergman - Head of Unit ‘Benchmarking’, DG Climate 

Action. 

 

Mr. Bergman's unit is responsible for the development and 

implementation of rules on allocation of allowances for the third 

phase of the ETS (2013-2020) through the development of 

product based benchmarks, fallback approaches, and rules on 

new entrants and closures, taking into account incentives for 

reductions in green house gas emissions and use of the most 

efficient techniques. The unit also handles issues related to carbon leakage and 

competitiveness for industry, related to the implementation of the ETS. 


