
Speakers' Biographies

Olivier De Schutter is Professor of international human rights law, European
Union law and legal theory at the Université catholique de Louvain (UCL), as
well as at the College of Europe (Natolin). He served as the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on the right to food from 2008 to 2014. While serving as
Special Rapporteur, he has made official visits to many parts of the developing
world, and has authored reports on topics ranging from agroecology to gender
rights. In 2002-2006, he chaired the EU Network of Independent Experts on
Fundamental Rights, a high-level group of experts which advised the European

Union institutions on fundamental rights issues. Since 2004, and until his appointment as the UN
Special Rapporteur on the right to food, he has been the General Secretary of the International
Federation of Human Rights (FIDH) on the issue of globalization and human rights. His publications
are in the area of international human rights and fundamental rights in the EU, with a particular
emphasis on economic and social rights and on the relationship between human rights and
governance.

Michael Hamell is adjunct professor of agriculture at University College
Dublin. He worked as a lecturer, farm manager and agricultural advisor for
ten years prior to join the European Commission services in 1983, firstly in DG
AGRI dealing with beef and sheep market issues and from 1997 in DG ENV
principally as head of unit responsible for agriculture, forestry and soil until his
retirement in 2013. In this capacity, he was responsible for environmental
integration into the CAP and policy related to European forests as well as the

preparation of the Commission's proposals on soil protection, the implementation of the nitrates
directive and the development of work on the sustainable use of Phosphorus. He holds as M.Agr Sc
degree from UCD and has a lifelong interest in hurling.

Professor Christine Watson has a degree in Soil Science from the University
of Reading and a PhD in Agricultural Systems from Aberdeen University. She
is Team Leader of the Soils and Systems Team at Scotland’s Rural College
(SRUC). Christine also currently holds the August T Larsson Visiting
Researcher position at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU).
Christine’s research focuses on improving the sustainability of agricultural
systems and she has worked in a wide range of systems including arable,
dairying, pig production, mixed farming and agroforestry. Her research
addresses soil and nutrient management in rotational and permanent
cropping systems. She is President of the European Society of Agronomy.



Valo, Pascal Dantinne real name, born in Liège, Belgium in 1964, studied Fine
Arts. He left Belgium in 1994 to settle in the Ardèche Cévennes, where he
restored a ruin and created gardens on poor, sandy and stony soil. His first
gardens, not really successful at the beginning, were the source of
observations and reflections on how soil works and what are the interactions
between soil, plants and microorganisms. Valo self-trained, using
experiments, natural gardening techniques, i.e: composting, mulching and
use of natural preparations to strengthen plants. He has learnt a lot from his
mistakes. In 2007, after training plant nursery for the association Terre &
Humanisme, he was hired as a gardener and trainer, responsible for setting

up the gardens with volunteers. He has kept training thanks to various courses (biodynamics,
bioindicator plants, plant health, ...) and reading many books, magazines and scientific publications.
In 2010, he became a trainer on the module "Agroecological gardens" implemented by Terre &
Humanisme. In 2012, he co-wrote the book with his colleagues "Agroecological gardens manual",
which has had success with over 10,000 copies sold. He is currently senior coordination trainer for
Terre & Humanisme and works on new training offers and local partnerships to develop
experimental or productive agroecological gardens.

Andrea Vettori is Acting Head of Unit Agriculture, Forests and Soil in the
Directorate-General for the Environment of the European Commission.
Before that he has been part of the team who prepared and conducted the
negotiations on the 7th EU Environment Action Programme. In the same DG
he worked also on strategic planning and policy coordination, on resource
efficiency, and on an environmental program for small and medium-sized
enterprises. Before joining the European Commission he worked in the
European Parliament and for a European NGO. He holds a degree in

Business Administration and Economics from Bocconi University in Milan and before coming to
Brussels he had experiences in New York at the United Nations and at the Italian Cultural Institute.

Teresa Anderson is Policy Officer for Climate & Resilience for ActionAid
International. Her international policy work at UN climate negotiations
focuses on agriculture, adaptation and land issues. She works with ActionAid
programmes around the world to reduce their vulnerability to climate
change and implement agroecological solutions for adaptation. She has
authored papers for ActionAid on issues around "climate-smart agriculture",
the threat of land grabs in the climate negotiations, and a recent paper on
the need for increased levels of climate finance for adaptation. Before joining

ActionAid, Teresa was International Advocacy Coordinator for the Gaia Foundation and the African
Biodiversity Network, leading their policy work on issues such as seed diversity, GMOs and biofuel
land grabs. She helped to pioneer the very first "Transition Town" in Totnes, Devon, setting up the
food group and working with the community to build resilience in local food production.

Hans-Joachim Mautschke is an organic farmer and manages the
Bioland farm "Gut Krauscha" in Germany. He is implementing climate-friendly
practices on his farm as part of the LIFE programme EU funded project
SOLMACC (managed by IFOAM EU), during which 12 organic farms in Sweden,
Germany and Italy implement four different climate-friendly practices.



Mr Moujahed Achouri, Director, Land and Water Division at FAO.
National of Tunisia, a specialist in soil and water conservation as well as
in watershed management sciences, with a broad coverage of technical
and socio-economic related sciences and disciplines. Started my
professional career in 1982 in the Forestry Department of the Ministry
of Agriculture in Tunisia. My experience with International Organizations
started in 1988 when I served for FAO/UNDP as National Chief Technical
Advisor. Joined FAO in 1995 and since then I worked in Pakistan, Yemen,

Syria, Egypt and Italy. Before joining the Land and Water Division, I served in Cairo as Deputy
Regional Representative for the Near East and Head of the Multi-disciplinary Team for Oriental Near
East and FAO Representative in Egypt. I joined the Forestry Department as Chief of the Forest
Conservation Service (2007-2010) after an assignment with TC/TCO as Senior Field Programme
Officer in Cairo (2004-2007).

Jenny Wong Lai Ping is Programme Officer Review, Methods and
Training,Mitigation, Data and Analysis Programme. I have been with the
Climate Change Secretariat in Bonn, Germany since 2004. My main area of
work is on mitigation of climate change, with a specific focus on mitigation
and methodological issues relating to forests and land use. I have been
supporting the international policy negotiation process on reducing
deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries under the
UNFCCC over the past 10 years. As part of this intergovernmental support,
I also provide policy and methodological support to the Parties of the

UNFCCC in their implementation efforts. In addition, I collaborate with other international
organizations and UN agencies that are working on forest and land use related issues, with the aim
to ensure coherence and coordination of their actions and activities with the policies developed
under the UNFCCC. I have a Ph.D (Forest Resources) from Oregon State University, Corvallis,
Oregon, USA. Before joining the secretariat, I have worked with the Malaysian government and the
Australian government for over 10 years.

Joszi Smeets - director of the Youth Food Movement. As a social
geographer, Joszi researched social movements regarding
sustainability and the in depth motives for individuals to connect and
advocate for change. In 2013 she was one of the Youth Food
Movement Academics and followed a six month program on the Dutch
food system. The year after she organized the academy herself and
since september 2014 she is the director of the Youth Food

Movement. The Youth Food Movement (YFM) is a national movement of young farmers, students,
producers, consumers, policymakers and more, working on a fair and healthy food system. YFM is
part of the International Slow Food Movement: a global, grassroots organization with supporters in
150 countries around the world who are linking the pleasure of good food with a commitment to
their community and the environment. The philosophy of the movement is based on Slow Foods
good, clean and fair food. The YFM spreads out throughout the Netherlands and youngsters that are
involved organise eat-ins, meet-the-farmer, tastings and more. The biggest projects of the YFM are
the annual YFM Academie (academy) and the Food Film Festival.



Barbara Geiger alias Frollein Brehm studied drama at Richmond
Drama School, London. On her return to Germany in 1993 she
started her own theatre company with numerous productions,
most memorable is her version of Brian McAvera’s play Picasso’s
Women www.picassos-frauen.de which she directed as a ficticious
press conference of eight Picasso muses.

Barbara Geiger created the figure of Frollein Brehm in 2008 and is responsible for concept, research
and writing of the scientifically based plays. So far seven animal stars have entered the Frollein
stage: Wolf, bear, lynx, wild cat, harbour porpoise, wild bees and earthworms. Lumbricus terrestris
– The Earthworm has been appointed King of animals and has recently ventured as far as India to
much acclaim. Currently she researches the lifes and times of: Hirundo rustcia - The Barn Swallow,
Cuculus canorus – The Cuckoo,and Luscinia megarhynchos – The Nightingale. Her plays have been
translated into English, French, Italian and Hindi.

Damiano di Simine from the NGO Legambiente – People 4 Soil, (Seveso, 1967)
earned a doctorate in biotechnology at the Faculty of Agriculture of the
University of Milan, where he conducted a research in environmental
microbiology. After the doctorate, his professional commitment has been
directed to the issues of environmental protection. Since the early '90s, he has
collaborated for Legambiente in various capacities. He has held working
positions at the helm of the regional sector of protected areas and he also
coordinated the Alps monitoring unit. From 2002 to 2008, he was president of

the Italian delegation of CIPRA - International Commission for the Protection of the Alps. He has
been president of Legambiente Lombardia since 2006, and a member of the national secretariat of
the association. From the regional congress of 2007, Damiano Di Simine has introduced the issues of
soil protection in the mission of the association and co-founded the CRCS - the national Research
Centre on Soil Sealing. Since May 2015, he is the project coordinator of People 4 Soil, a European
campaign targeted at introducing a specific legislation for soil protection through a European
Citizens' Initiative (for more info: www.people4soil.eu).

Miche Fabre Lewin and Flora Gathorne-Hardy from
Touchstone collaborations are ecological artists dedicated
to re-connecting culture and agriculture through food, soil
and ritual practices. They were invited to co-curate Soil
Culture at Create in Bristol during July and August 2015, in
celebration of UN International Year of Soils and during
Bristol's year as European Green Capital. For this, they co-
evolved eight Soil Saturdays from which emerged Bristol's
citizen-led, city-region Declaration for Soil. Their

contribution at the conference with People 4 Soil will share the story of Soil Culture at Create and its
relationship to the European Citizens Initiative on Soil. Miche and Flora's practice is rooted within an
ethics and aesthetic of collaboration. They are dedicated to co-creating convivial environments that
invite the senses, imagination, intuition and memory. Miche is an artist-cuisiniere and researcher,
and is undertaking a research by practice PhD entitled 'Rituals for Resilience' with Coventry
University’s Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience (CAWR). Having completed her PhD in
community design, Flora worked as a Landscape Architect, and is now exploring farming with nature.
Miche and Flora are both Research Associates at CAWR.


