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Major changes needed if CAP is to be made fit for purpose

A fitness check on the CAP

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is not fit for purpose, according to a new study co-commissioned
by the Greens/EFA group in the European Parliament.

The study was commissioned and funded by: BirdLife Europe; the European Environmental Bureau
(EEB); Naturschutzbund Deutschland (NABU); the German Centre for Integrative Biodiversity Research
(1iDiv) Halle-Jena-Leipzig; Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research — UFZ; the University of
Gottingen; and the Greens/EFA and Socialists & Democrats groups in the European Parliament.

The key findings of the report, for which the authors assessed 450 peer reviewed scientific papers, are:
¢ The socio-economic efficiency of the CAP is very low. The decrease in numbers of agricultural
holdings continues, with a trend towards large-scale farms. With 32% of payments going to 1,5%
of farms, the CAP provides insufficient support to small farms
¢ The CAP is largely inefficient regarding its environmental objectives. The CAP does not halt,
let alone reverse, ongoing trends of agricultural intensification, abandonment, environmental

degradation and biodiversity decline. It has a very limited effect on climate change mitigation.

See the links on the right for the full report, a briefing, and an executive summary.

Recommended

Press release


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/document/major-changes-needed-if-cap-is-to-be-made-fit-for-purpose
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/what-we-stand-for/our-publications

Melissa Walker Horn

CMO/Veggie burger: Quote from MEP Anna Strolenber

05.03.2026

Press release

Bert Christiaens


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/cmo-veggie-burger-quote-from-mep-anna-strolenberg

CMO/Veggie burger trilogue outcome: Quote from MEP Ann...

05.03.2026

News

Lawitschka yvan (CC BY-SA 4.0)



https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/cmo-veggie-burger-trilogue-outcome-quote-from-mep-anna-strolenberg

PLENARY FLASH: Greens/EFA Priorities 6 to 9 October

06.10.2025

Opinion

Environment Protection Authority Victoria (CC BY 4.0)

PFAS in Wine, Water & Makeup: How We Can Ban Forever C...

18.06.2025


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-10746
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/opinion/pfas-in-wine-water-makeup-how-we-can-ban-forever-chemicals-from-our-lives

Attached documents

Fitness Check Briefing English.pdf

DRAFT Peer et al 2017 CAP Fitness Check Clean.pdf
Executive Summary 17.11 Final.pdf

Fitness Check Briefing German.pdf

Fitness Check Briefing French.pdf

Please share

-E-Mail


https://www.greens-efa.eu/files/assets/docs/fitness_check_briefing_english.pdf
https://www.greens-efa.eu/files/assets/docs/draft_peer_et_al_2017_cap_fitness_check_clean.pdf
https://www.greens-efa.eu/files/assets/docs/executive_summary_17.11_final.pdf
https://www.greens-efa.eu/files/assets/docs/fitness_check_briefing_german.pdf
https://www.greens-efa.eu/files/assets/docs/fitness_check_briefing_french.pdf
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/document/major-changes-needed-if-cap-is-to-be-made-fit-for-purpose?
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/document/major-changes-needed-if-cap-is-to-be-made-fit-for-purpose?
http://www.tcpdf.org

