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Reducing transport noise

THE HEALTH AND LIFE QUALITY OF MORE THAN 70 MILLION EU
CITIZENS ARE PUT AT STAKE BY HARMFUL NOISE LEVELS FROM ROAD,
RAIL AND AIRCRAFT

THE CURRENT SITUATION

EU legislation is currently divided into transport aspects (reducing noise at the source) and environmental
policy (passive protection). The Environmental Noise Directive (2002/49/EC) already requires Member
States to draw up noise maps and adopt action plans, but these are often of poor quality and incompatible
with each other.

Road noise:

» Limits for noise emissions from road vehicles are not strict enough
» Regulation on labelling of tyres is too vague

Rail freight noise:

» Strict standards for new wagons exist
» Co-funding for retrofi tting of noisy wagons is possible

Aircraft noise:
» There is no lack of resources: airlines annually receivesubsidies worth €30 billion as they are exempted

from the kerosene tax and (on international fl ights) fromvalue-added tax
» EU efforts to reduce aircraft noise are under high pressure from airlines and the US administration

(...)


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/document/reducing-transport-noise
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/what-we-stand-for/our-publications

Recommended

Press release

@gettysignature

U-turn by Conservatives and Social Democrats Puts Jobs...

04.11.2026

Press release


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/u-turn-by-conservatives-and-social-democrats-puts-jobs-at-risk

Conservatives and Social Democrats Put Jobs at Risk

22.10.2026

News

©hassan-anayi



https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/conservatives-and-social-democrats-put-jobs-at-risk

PLENARY FLASH: Greens/EFA Priorities 19 to 22 October

16.10.2026

Press release

© Eva Serrabassa

Data centres: Tech companies must no longer be allowed...

21.09.2026


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-greens-efa-priorities-19-to-22-october
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/tech-companies-must-no-longer-be-allowed-to-treat-their-electricity-and-water-consumption-as-a-trade-secret

Contact person

Hana Rihovsky

Advisor on Transport and Tourism

Attached documents

Leaflet on transport noise (pdf)

Please share


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/rihovsky-hana
https://www.greens-efa.eu/files/assets/docs/leaflet_on_transport_noise__pdf_.pdf

E-Mail


mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/document/reducing-transport-noise?
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/document/reducing-transport-noise?
http://www.tcpdf.org

