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Forests’ hidden secrets

Why we need better forest monitoring

Please find the replay of the livestream here.
Please find the presentation slides here:

Aapo Ahola
Jon Andersson

Ciprian Galusca
¢ Jarmo Pyykko
Torsten Welle
Sarah Carter

Companies and governments claim to protect Europe’s remaining primary and old growth forests. But
NGOs have documented cases of logging such forests, and existing satellite data corroborates their
findings.

Existing forest inventories do not always reflect these facts. We currently have very little if no monitoring
of forest ecosystem health and resilience. Where good datasets exist, they are not always used to support

policymaking.

To be able to effectively protect and restore Europe’s forests, we need reliable and up-to-date datasets at
the disposal of national and EU authorities as well as the public.

On 12 October from 10:00 to 13:00 CET, we discussed with experts, stakeholders and decisionmakers
what it takes to improve forest monitoring across Europe.

PROGRAMME

Opening
Keynote address by Commissioner Sinkevicius (video)


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/event/forests-hidden-secrets
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/get-involved/our-events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zYKJnOAPSM
https://extranet.greens-efa.eu/public/media/file/10192/8549
https://extranet.greens-efa.eu/public/media/file/10192/8554
https://extranet.greens-efa.eu/public/media/file/10192/8551
https://extranet.greens-efa.eu/public/media/file/10192/8550
https://extranet.greens-efa.eu/public/media/file/10192/8552
https://extranet.greens-efa.eu/public/media/file/10192/8553

1. Europe’s old growth forests

Ciprian Galugcd, Greenpeace (Romania)
. Jarmo Pyykko, Ekoina Oy (Finland)
. Jon Andersson, Protect the Forest (Sweden)

2. Existing forest monitoring initiatives

Sarah Carter, Global Forest Watch
Torsten Welle, Naturwald Akademie (Germany)
. Aapo Ahola, Syke (Finland)

3. What's best to do at a European level?

Tuomo Kauranne, Arbonaut Ltd

Tammouz Efnaut Helou, UCFF Forestry Cooperative
Marco Onida, European Commission
. Kelsey Perlman, Fern

Closing remarks

This event was co-hosted by the Greens/EFA and S&D, and co-organised by NGO Fern.
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https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/lobbygeschenk-auf-kosten-der-kommunen-cdu-csu-und-rechte-senden-verheerendes-signal
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https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/opinion/trumpflation-and-a-new-energy-crisis-in-europe-why-we-need-to-invest-in-renewables-more-than-ever-before
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/opinion/discovereu-2026-your-guide-to-travelling-by-train-for-free-this-summer-green-travel-tips
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PLENARY FLASH: Greens/EFA Priorities 9 to 12 March

09.03.2026

Responsible MEPs


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-greens-efa-priorities-9-to-12-march

Anna Deparnay-Grunenberg

Member

Nicolae Stefanuta

EP Vice-President, Member

Contact person


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/deparnay-grunenberg-anna
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/ştefănuță-nicolae

Franziska Achterberg

Biodiversity campaigner

Venue

JAN 6Q2
European Parliament
Brussels
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