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Freedom in a time of crisis

A Greens/EFA conference

"Freedom in a time of crisis" is part of a series of hearings and conferences on the state of the issue and
the challenges the EU faces. This first conference, organised by the Greens/EFA Group in the EP, in
cooperation with PEN International - with support from the European Cultural Foundation - will focus on
writers: we want to know more on the situation of writers around the world. Speakers include John Ralston
Saul, President of PEN International, the largest international association of writers. To learn more about
different cultures and perspectives on freedom and justice, the Greens have invited writers of diverse
origins: Tahmima Anam (Bangladesh), Kamila Shamsie (Pakistan), Emine Sevgi Ozdamar (Turkey).

PROGRAMME

16:30

Welcome words by

Judith Sargentini, Greens/EFA Coordinator of the Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee
Participants:

¢ John Ralston Saul, President of PEN International

¢ Josep Maria Terricabras, Ex-chair of the Translation and Linguistic Rights Committee of PEN
International and Vice-president of the Greens/EFA Group in the EP

Josef Haslinger, Novelist and President of German PEN

Tahmima Anam, Bangladeshi novelist and journalist

Kamila Shamsie, British-Pakistani novelist

Emine Sevgi Ozdamar, Turkish-German writer

18:50

Closing Statement

by Greens/EFA Vice-president Josep-Maria Terricabras. Note :

Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in EN, FR and DE This conference is organised in
cooperation with:


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/event/freedom-in-a-time-of-crisis
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/get-involved/our-events
http://www.pen-international.org/
http://www.pen-international.org/
http://www.pen-international.org/
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http://www.pen-international.org/

REFORMING FRONTEX | A HUMAN RIGHTS - BASED REVIEW

01.07.2026

Press release

Nikolaus Riss

MEPs denied proper inspection of detention center in G...

29.06.2026

Press release


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/study/reforming-frontex-a-human-rights-based-review
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/meps-denied-proper-inspection-of-detention-center-in-gjadër

KinoMasterskaya

Returns Regulation sets Europe on shameful path

02.06.2026

Press release

hosnysalah


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/returns-regulation-sets-europe-on-shameful-path

Israel: Greens/EFA urge EU response to death penalty 1...

01.04.2026

Responsible MEPs



https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/israel-greens-efa-urge-eu-response-to-death-penalty-law
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/terricabras-josep-maria

Josep Maria Terricabras

EFA President and first Vice President of the Greens/EFA Group

Contact person

Josep Maria Terricabras

EFA President and first Vice President of the Greens/EFA Group

Please share


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/terricabras-josep-maria
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