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Gender equality in EU's foreign and security policy

Info mail on the report by Greens/EFA MEP Urtasun

On Thursday 22/10 at 9.15, the European Parliament will debate on Greens-EFA meps, Ernest Urtasun’s
and Hannah Neumann's report on gender equality in the EU’s foreign and security policy. (Final vote on
23/10).

 

Rapporteur : Ernest Urtasun, Vice-Chair of the Greens/EFA group and member of the committee on
Women’s Rights and Gender Equality

Rapporteur for the opinion: Hannah Neumann, Vice-Chair of the Human Rights Committee and
member of the committee on Foreign Affairs.

Link to the report: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0145_EN.html

The report is calling for :

A women’s quota of 50% for management positions in the European External Action Service
(EEAS)
Mandatory gender equality trainings for all middle and senior managers of the EEAS and
Heads/Commanders of CSPD missions and operations
85% of the official development assistance to be dedicated for programmes supporting gender
equality
Clear, measurable, time-bound objectives for the upcoming Gender Action Plan (GAP III), which
provides the framework for the Commission, the EEAS and member states in their approach to
gender equality through external action
Establishing gender focal points in all EU Delegations
Setting up the position of gender advisor in each EEAS Directorate, a person who works on gender
equality and the topic of “Women, Peace and Security”

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/gender-equality-in-eus-foreign-and-security-policy
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDPxBmeFW1ooj1DOfozXaO5T-7dRyrw7gkr_9A9F0inni0DuRXW0CRY9BHM4OHI2ylYv0y07EA1lHUP6xQGgmVR8t62i0pl3quf__RELaR1L_Ee8GjnKlgSi30bm3Hhj37VRaIo7C4E-ZEeRrDWn1L4H4-SIT-32flMNgp6khBh55keNuG6HdOGxkfVz_CU0ZYDLX-DCjstX_z48-jPPw1MDZ6sxa0QJbSwffW-XVh2QQ_AI4Gr88OdxlM6r8wbk5JT4KwPfthyIf69QypEENIyAruy0fRME-dkJGrrD6Bmbr-8X99GMdO6BgsNKfyZ5kVb86WWHtnmQmr1fOcwuRWRwFANHHGsWjAhvp1_ZzvhsHLNcTHc5mmHthswnbzAmmzA/367/qasiXSsjQ8OjPlBdC0Ea9Q/h0/AF-P1eRjzNn4XkyDdr0RBRSlJuRufVdClI8OhWMZUs0


an urgent ratification of the Istanbul Convention

Rapporteur Ernest Urtasun said :

"The European Parliament will adopt the first-ever report calling on gender equality in EU’s foreign and
security policy. While several countries around the world have already adopted a foreign policy with a strong
focus on gender equality, the EU continues to lack one. This is why we call on the EU and its leaders to
promote a gender transformative vision of foreign policy that protects and promotes women’s human rights.
At the same time, we call on the EU to given women a voice and a seat in foreign and security policy by
ensuring their representation and involvement in political leadership and decision making at all levels. The EU
should lead by example on gender equality and start by applying these principles within its own institutions.
There’s still a long way to go to achieve gender equality in foreign and security policy and we hope the
recommendations and call for action addressed to the EU and its Member States will be heard and enforced."

 

Rapporteur Hannah Neumann said:

“Diversity makes political decisions better. That is especially true in war and crisis situations. This is why
women need to sit at the negotiation table! The reality shows, however, that they are severely
underrepresented – in the military, in diplomacy, in high-level negotiations – and this is also true for our own
EU institutions and missions. If the EU wants to be a leader for gender equality in the world, it must stop
paying lip service. This means: 50% women in all decision-making positions, foreign budget resources
dedicated specifically to projects empowering girls and women to claim their spots and a foreign policy that
focuses on eradicating discriminatory laws and practices. This year, we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the
United Nation’s Security Council Resolution 1325 on ‘Women, Peace and Security’. We celebrate the 25th
anniversary of the historic Beijing World Women’s Conference. There has never been a better moment to
make gender equality a priority in the EU’s Foreign and Security Policy. We hope that the upcoming Gender
Action Plan of the Commission (GAP3) will follow the ambitious calls that passed the parliament today.”

More info:
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https://www.hannahneumann.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Study-Feminist-Foreign-Policy-for-the-European-Union.pdf


  
  
  

PLENARY FLASH Greens/EFA Priorities 15 to 18 June

15.06.2026

  Press release  

  
Rafael Minguet Delgado

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-greens-efa-priorities-15-to-18-june
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https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/defence-omnibus-council-blocks-true-progress
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PLENARY FLASH: Greens/EFA Priorities 27 to 30 April

27.04.2026

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/sanctions-on-israeli-settlers-quote-from-meps-vieira-søvndal
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-greens-efa-priorities-27-to-30-april
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Ernest Urtasun

Vice-President

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/neumann-hannah
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/urtasun-ernest
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