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Seed regulation: Heading off a serious threat to biodiversity and long term food production

The EP voted to reject draft EU legislation on production and marketing of seeds. For the Greens/EFA
this is a clear signal that the proposal's content needs to be improved by the Commission. Seed diversity
means food security! The new proposal therefore needs to recognise the need to protect farmers' rights as
well as biodiversity and an equitable organisation of the seed market. 

Green candidates for the European elections and then from May onwards, newly-elected MEPs, will keep
fighting to make key green principles on food security, farmers' rights and respect of biodiversity central
to the new proposal.

Read more
Watch and share our video: Seed diversity means food security!

Case studies of the agro-chemical lobby charm-offensive for the new legislature

In February and March the European Parliament voted in favour of two own-initiative reports (on plant
breeding and the horticulture sector) clearly outlining the position of the agro-chemical industry in favour
of GMO and pesticide use. These texts summarise the old agro-chemical industry myths, which serve only
the corporate agenda and are so detrimental to society and democracy as a whole.

Greens/EFA MEPs rejected both reports and introduced roll-call votes on all the bad elements of these
texts, recording how MEPs voted, which will allow them to be scrutinised for inconsistency and
hypocrisy. 

Detailed articles on these reports:

Plant breeding: Report outlines the worst option for increasing quality and yields
Report on the horticulture sector: a case study in lobbying strategies aimed at weakening
EU pesticide laws

Food safety and consumer information: All nanomaterials must be labelled in food products.

The European Commission had proposed a regulation on the inclusion of engineered nanomaterials in the
EU regulation on food information to consumers but included an exemption for food additives. Last 12th
March, the European Parliament voted to reject new draft rules on the labelling of nanomaterials in food
products. The Greens/EFA Group had proposed the rejection as this new proposal would have excluded all
existing food additives from the labelling requirements, and actually harmed consumer information.

Read more

Food aid: New fund for the most deprived makes best use out of EU resources to reduce food
waste.

Across the EU, over 90 million tonnes of food are wasted each year. There is no Member State where no
food is wasted. Much of this happens early in the production or manufacturing stage or by households, and
as such is not easy to access for food banks. However, 5% to 7% is wasted by supermarkets. That alone
amounts to at least 4.5 million tonnes of food across the EU, a lot of which might be used by foodbanks
instead of thrown away.

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/pressroom/docs/proposal_aphp_en.pdf
http://eat-better.greens-efa.eu/seed-regulation-11999.html
http://eat-better.greens-efa.eu/seed-diversity-means-food-security-11976.html
http://eat-better.greens-efa.eu/plant-breeding-11866.html
http://eat-better.greens-efa.eu/report-on-the-horticulture-sector-11967.html
http://eat-better.greens-efa.eu/report-on-the-horticulture-sector-11967.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2014-0218&language=EN&ring=B7-2014-0185
http://www.greens-efa.eu/food-safety-and-consumer-information-12015.html


On 25th February, the European Parliament voted successfully to adopt and confirm an EU funding
scheme, which will provide aid to the most deprived persons for the period 2014-2020. The resources
available for the period is EUR 3 500 000 000. The Fund will support national schemes whereby food
and/or basic material assistance are distributed to the most deprived persons through partner organisations
selected by Member States. With the view to augmenting and diversifying the supply of food for the most
deprived persons, as well as reducing and preventing food wastage, the Fund will support activities related
to the collection, transport, storage and distribution of food donations. The selection criteria for the food
products, and where appropriate for goods, shall also take into consideration climatic and environmental
aspects, in particular with a view to reduction of food waste. Where appropriate, the choice of the type of
food products to be distributed shall be done having considered their contribution to the balanced diet of
the most deprived persons.

Read more
Conference Video streaming: Finding Food - Innovative ways to reduce food waste while helping
the most deprived

 

Food for thought

Final report of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Olivier de Schutter.

Extract from Olivier de Schutter's website: 'The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to food,
Olivier De Schutter, today called for the world’s food systems to be radically and democratically
redesigned to ensure the human right to adequate food and freedom from hunger. “The eradication of
hunger and malnutrition is an achievable goal. However, it will not be enough to refine the logic of our
food systems – it must instead be reversed,” Mr. De Schutter stressed during the presentation of his final
report to the UN Human Rights Council after a six-year term as Special Rapporteur. The expert warned
that the current food systems are efficient only from the point of view of maximizing agribusiness profits.
“At the local, national and international levels, the policy environment must urgently accommodate
alternative, democratically-mandated visions,” he said. Objectives such as supplying diverse, culturally-
acceptable foods to communities, supporting smallholders, sustaining soil and water resources, and raising
food security within particularly vulnerable areas, must not be crowded out by the one-dimensional quest
to produce more food.”

Link to the full report

Taste the Change: the Green Cook Book is out!

This newly released Cook Book gets together local or personal recipes of our Greens/EFA MEPs,
reflecting Green values for sustainable, fair, healthy and tasty food! Be the change you want to see on your
plate: Cook these easy recipes made of locally-grown, organic and quality food and enjoy them with
friends and family! The Green Cook Book is available in 6 languages: English, French, German, Dutch,
Swedish and Finnish

Click here for all language versions

JOIN THE FOOD REVOLUTION: THE STORY OF THE MONTH

Brina Reggae, Musician, United Kingdom

As a musician, Brina decided to join the movement for free, diverse healthy and tasty, seasonal and local,
fair and sustainable, animal friendly, not wasteful and decent food. She is the author of the official
campaign song 'Seeds of Freedom' in support of the Seed and Food Freedom campaign of Dr. Vandana

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2014-0124+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#top
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2014-0124+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#top
http://www.greens-efa.eu/poverty-aid-11861.html
http://www.greenmediabox.eu/archive/2013/06/05/finding-food/
http://www.greenmediabox.eu/archive/2013/06/05/finding-food/
http://www.srfood.org/en/democracy-and-diversity-can-mend-broken-food-systems-final-diagnosis-from-un-right-to-food-expert
http://www.srfood.org/images/stories/pdf/officialreports/20140310_finalreport_en.pdf
https://greens-efa-service.eu/green-cookbook/


Shiva. As she rightfully says ' Through music, I will "edutain" the world about the truth and the urgent
necessity to be aware of our food. Food is the future and we need to ensure that humanity respects the
earth and be generous'.

More on Brina and her song 'Seeds of Freedom'

Click here to Join the Food Revolution

WHAT'S ON THE PLATE?

20-22/03 International Workshop Local Food Matters, Trnovo, Bitola, Macedonia. 20-30/03: Pesticide
Action Week, all around Europe. Watch video 27/03: Movie Screening, La mort est de le Pré as part of the
Pesticide Action Week, European Parliament Brussels.
Registration here 31/03- 7/04:  Bee action week, all around Europe
Follow our actions 1/04: Feeding the 5000 lunch, 12:00-16:00 at Marché Aux Herbes near the Grand Place
Brussels, Belgium. 2/04 (9-11.30): European Parliament’s Sustainable Food Conference: The
Commission's imminent food policy: Sustainability or standing still?
Organised by EU Food Sense, the European Parliament’s Cross-Party Sustainable Food Steering Group, co-
chaired by Green MEP Bart Staes, with the help of the food waste campaign Feeding the 5000, European
Parliament, Brussels, Belgium. The event will be opened with a speech and Q&A from the UN’s Special
Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Olivier De Schutter, followed by food waste campaigner Tristram Stuart
and a panel of expert speakers, including European Commission representatives.

Draft programme and registration (.doc)

3/04 (9-12:00): Greens/EFA Conference "Towards resilient territories: Energy, food and transport in
2030" European Parliament, Brussels, Belgium.
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https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/cmo-veggie-burger-trilogue-outcome-quote-from-mep-anna-strolenberg
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https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/eu-mercosur-10809
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https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/win-for-consumers-with-new-bank-liability-but-fight-against-fraud-far-from-over
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