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Plenary Flash - 12-15 September 2022

Greens/EFA priorities for the plenary session

 

 
 
 
 
 
  STATE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION   This week's announcement by the Kremlin that gas will be delivered only when sanctions are lifted hasshown us once more that the EU’s dependency on fossil fuels and Russian gas can and will be weaponisedagainst us. Energy policy is security policy. Moving away from fossil fuel dependency is imperative tomake the EU independent from dictators, to save the climate and to support households and businesses.The Greens/EFA Group welcome the introduction of a windfall tax on the excess profits of energycompanies. The solidarity contribution to be paid for by fossil fuel companies is necessary to ensure thatSMEs are less exposed to market volatility and speculation. The Greens/EFA Group calls for clear andbinding measures to protect companies and households, in particular those at risk of not being able to heattheir homes during winter. Debate WednesdayGreens/EFA MEPs: Ska Keller 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  DEFORESTATION REGULATION  The European Parliament will adopt its position on the EU regulation against imported deforestation. TheEU is responsible for 16% of deforestation worldwide that often lead to human rights violation of localand indigenous people and contribute to massive biodiversity loss. Through the “deforestation duediligence” regulation, companies will be required to guarantee that commodities and products sold inEurope are deforestation free.The text submitted to the Plenary vote improves the initial Commission proposal by integrating severalGreens requirements: even if it does not propose to extend the scope to all ecosystems, the text enlargesthe scope to "other wooded land".  The proposal also adds more commodities and products;  proposes toinclude international human rights legislation;  and to include financial institutions. Debate Monday, vote Tuesday. Greens/EFA MEPs: Marie Toussaint (ENVI shadow)

 

 

 

 
  ADEQUATE MINIMUM WAGES IN THE EU   The European Parliament will vote on the directive for minimum wages in the EU. The Greens/EFAGroup has been vocal on the need to ensure a sufficient income for workers, including platform workers,in order for them to be able to afford a decent standard of living. Minimum wages across the EU must beproportionate to the cost of living, with Member States being required to promote collective bargaining.By adapting the national minimum wage to the level of the EU directive, it is expected that gradually two-thirds of the Member States will see their minimum wage increase. In the context of the current cost-of-living crisis, such measures are more needed than ever. Debate Tuesday, vote Wednesday. Greens/EFA MEPs: Mounir Satouri (Greens/EFA shadow)More: Deal on minimum wage big step forward for workers' rights
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  RENEWABLE ENERGY DIRECTIVE (RED) & ENERGY EFFICIENCYDIRECTIVE (EED)  These two energy directives can become the most important tools for energy security and independence,in addition to counteracting the sky-rocketing energy prices across the EU. The EED and RED III, as partof the Green Deal and Fit for 55 package, are key pieces of legislation to achieve the EU climate targets.Saving the climate and ensuring energy sovereignty will require the rapid and equal expansion ofrenewable energies and energy efficiency measures. The EED proposes the introduction of an EU energysavings target of 14.5%, as well as mandatory national savings targets to oblige every single Member Stateto save energy.The revised RED aims at pushing higher shares of renewables in various sectors: transport, heating andcooling, buildings and industry. The Greens/EFA Group has been pushing for increased ambition in termsof binding targets and increased sustainability for bioenergy, and 56% renewables for 2030. The European Parliament will vote on its position on both directives. The Greens/EFA Group calls onevery Member State to save 2% more energy between 2024 and 2030 - without exceptions or loopholes.To ensure that all Member States are on track in terms of energy saving, the Greens/EFA will also vote infavour of interim targets for 2025 and 2027.Debates EED Monday, RED Tuesday & votes Tuesday and Wednesday Greens/EFA MEPs: Ville Niinisto (RED shadow), Jutta Paulus (EED shadow)More: New Greens/EFA Study: Accelerating the European Renewable Energy Transition

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  DROUGHT, FIRE, AND OTHER EXTREME WEATHER PHENOMENA:INCREASING EU'S EFFORTS TO FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE  Following months of record-breaking and catastrophic heat waves, droughts, and flooding across theglobe, including Europe’s worst drought in 500 years, the Greens/EFA Group has initiated a renewedparliamentary debate and resolution. The EU and the world are facing increasingly serious effects ofclimate change, which disproportionately impact vulnerable groups and threaten their fundamental rights.The Greens/EFA urge MEPs to pass a strong resolution, which calls on the European Commission toincrease the ambition on protection of nature and climate action, including climate-proofing farmlandusing agro-ecology.Debate Tuesday morning, vote Thursday noonGreens/EFA MEPs: Benoit Biteau (Greens/EFA shadow)

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  HUNGARY'S BREACH OF EU VALUES  This plenary session, MEPs will vote on an interim report by Greens/EFA Rapporteur Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield to the Article 7 procedure for the Hungarian government’s breaches of EU values. Since theEuropean Parliament voted to start the Article 7 procedure for Hungary in 2018, the Hungariangovernment and its allies have forced the Central European University to leave the country, shut downindependent press outlets and launched attacks against the LGBTIQ community, all while continuing toundermine the rule of law. This report will provide EU governments with an update to the 2018 report,which is expected to be debated during the General Affairs Council on October 18th. The Greens/EFAGroup are calling on European Member States to provide concrete recommendations on the rule of law,with a deadline to act, to the Hungarian government as the next step in the Article 7 procedure. Debate Wednesday, Vote ThursdayGreens/EFA MEP: Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield (Rapporteur)More: There will be a cross-group press conference ahead of the vote with Gwendoline Delbos-Corfieldon Wednesday at 15.30 in Strasbourg.

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  THE URGENT NEED FOR ACTION AT THE EU LEVEL TO ENSUREHUMANE TREATMENT OF MIGRANTS IN EUROPE, INCLUDING AT THEBORDERS  On Tuesday, MEPs will debate the current situation around pushbacks at the EU’s borders and thetreatment of migrants and refugees in Europe. Over the summer, a child tragically died at the Greek-Turkish border, where illegal pushbacks persist. This week, migrants were again left adrift in theMediterranean sea before being brought to shore in Crete, leaving at least two further children dead.Reception conditions in Belgium, the Netherlands and elsewhere in the EU are unacceptable anddeteriorating, with many people being forced to stay in inhumane conditions. People’s rights are beingbreached across the EU. Member States need to uphold existing EU laws on reception conditions and theright to asylum. The Commission needs to finally step up to ensure that Member States are living up totheir obligations under EU law. Debate TuesdayGreens/EFA MEPs: Tineke Strik, Erik MarquardtMore: Addressing the violation of fundamental rights at the external borders of the European Union

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
     MORE EU response to the increase in energy prices in Europe, debate Tuesday afternoon on the Greens/EFAinitiative, the resolution will be voted during the October I Plenary Session     LINKSGroup co-Presidents, Ska Keller and Philippe Lamberts will hold the plenary session press briefingon Tuesday, 13th September at 10:40Location: Daphne Caruana Galizia Press Room, Weiss N-1/201 or online via European Parliamentwebsite. Journalists can ask questions remotely, via Interactio.Press Conference: “EU ban on products made by forced labour” Monday 12/09/2022 at 18:00 inthe Parliament Press room + Online: https://broadcaster.interactio.eu/join/66e2-hy1p-1w4u Greens-EFA campaign: https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/forced-labourThe full plenary agenda for the week can be found on the Parliament website.The plenary sessions can be followed live here. 
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