
  

©hassan-anayi

  
  
  
  
  en 

  News | 16.10.2026

PLENARY FLASH: Greens/EFA Priorities 19 to 22 October
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  European support to defend the International Criminal Court 

 

 

 
 
 
 
   At the request of the Greens/EFA Group, the European Parliament will hold a debate on Donald Trump'sattacks on the International Criminal Court following the arrest warrant it issued against BenjaminNetanyahu and his then-Defense Minister for war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Gaza.The EU has the duty and the means to protect this permanent universal court established in 1998 to trythose responsible for crimes of aggression, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide.The Greens/EFA call for the immediate activation of the "blocking statute" by the European Commissionin order to protect this major international legal institution and its judges who are targets of US sanctions.See our petition here.Debate: Tuesday, 20 OctoberMEP: Mounir Satouri 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-greens-efa-priorities-19-to-22-october
https://an.greens-efa.eu/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwobCRu5MvOx8TaGvDGFlPHuY_7nLxv9YbTDEBfM3odM2rl7VneC_iF9FsZBlEqwu3Xerk44RDYJJLZjLyLR0R5oL1LmrmeWRoqlt2ZluDLWIMlivVbM7Vg_aJWtqBirtjPWzrMyLbet1i_8rRbxhro46ELbF8Ux94REPxrdeGSz_6uEjT20jA1qd4xt96THAGz_gqwozTZbne194gLUNy1_L1DMNi1aadvFpwRD38SXmSaLOMy05c_F03vwIcl-wvecOIYnz9BEZP9BNVhLok9GD-kNelQAbNmwdO3DBdQjHzF-sdcyyLPYoDoYvcR6jGO6sAAKrWxdZKhLFWnjhyBZY/4ux/WsYvvMJ0Qm-3bT51tW0iEQ/h0/h001.dC20VU-YNCc0az4zOZm3lKOyXJ-fuM8yoy9jDbuVb5o


  Connecting Europe through high-speed rail  On Tuesday, MEPs will debate connecting Europe through high-speed rail. The Greens/EFA Group hasalways actively supported high-speed rail connection between Europe’s main cities, to foster a shift fromplanes to trains for passengers. These connections could also help create synergies to boost the share offreight transport through conventional train lines and move it away from road transport. This requires theadequate level of funding, including at the EU level through the Connecting Europe Facility, the use ofgreen rail bonds and a differentiated fiscal treatment of rail.It is also essential that the investment in high-speed rail does not come at the detriment of the much-needed investment in commuter and regional rail services, which are used by people in their daily livesand represent an essential element of social and territorial cohesion.Debate: Tuesday, 20 OctoberMEP: Vicent Marzà Ibáñez (EP Rapporteur) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  UN Climate Conference COP31: Parliament vote  Next month, governments, world leaders and civil society will meet for COP31 in Antalya, Turkey fromthe 9th to 20th of November to discuss and coordinate global efforts in the fight against climate change.Ahead of COP31, next week, MEPs will adopt the European Parliament’s position for the EU to take toTürkiye. It’s been over a decade since the Paris agreement was signed and the world is crossing a line itpromised not to cross: the UN confirmed last month that global heating will overshoot 1.5°C. Between2024 and 2025 global emissions grew by 1%.The fires, floods, droughts and disasters that Europe is already experiencing due to the devastation ofclimate change are only the beginning. This COP needs to deliver on a fossil fuel phaseout so the globehas a chance to bring down emissions.The resolution to be voted on next week calls on all parties to move forward on the roadmap fortransitioning away from fossil fuels agreed in Belém. It calls on the EU to lead negotiations on a fossil fuelnon-proliferation treaty, and to set out plans to end fossil fuel subsidies and production. The EU shouldlead by example with its own timeline for an economy-wide phase-out. The Greens/EFA call on all pro-European groups to stand by the committee text in plenary and to send the EU to Antalya with a clearmandate to phase out fossil fuels.Pär Holmgren and Kai Tegethoff will represent the Greens/EFA in the European Parliament’s 15-memberdelegation to COP31. Sara Matthieu, Michael Bloss and Ufuk Kahya will also attend the COP.Debate: Wednesday, 21 OctoberVote: Thursday, 22 OctoberMEP: Pär Holmgren, Greens/EFA shadow on the COP31 resolution   Greens/EFA candidate for Vice-President
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   Following last week's election of Nicolae Ștefănuță of as Co-President of the group, the Greens/EFAGroup will select their candidate to replace him as Vice-President of the European Parliament onWednesday.   More:  Escalation of Russian strikes in the EU, particularly on Black Sea shipping, threatening humanlife, regional stability and food security On Tuesday, MEPs will debate the wave of drone attacks by Russia in the Black Sea. Black Sea shippinglanes are crucial for global food security. The Greens/EFA Group strongly condemns the recent droneattacks against civilian and merchant vessels and demand an urgent, coordinated EU and NATO response.Member States, in close coordination with NATO, must support Bulgaria and Romania in the earlydetection and tracking of hostile drones threatening Black Sea shipping.Debate: Tuesday, 20 OctoberVote: Thursday, 22 OctoberMEP: Sergey Lagodinski Erasmus+ ProgrammeThe current Erasmus+ Programme is recognised as one of the EU’s most impactful initiatives andaccounts for only 2% of the EU budget. The Greens/EFA deplore the overall Erasmus+ budget announcedby the Council. We cannot afford to make the wrong choice at such a critical juncture in history.Debate: Wednesday, 21 OctoberMEP: Benedetta Scuderi    LINKSThe Group' Presidents Terry Reintke and Nicu Ștefănuță will hold the plenary session pressbriefing on Tuesday, 20 October at 9:00 AM.Location: Daphne Caruana Galizia Press Room, Weiss N-1/201 or online via EuropeanParliament website. Journalists can ask questions remotely via  Interactio. The full plenary agenda for the week can be found on the Parliament website. 
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https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/agile-will-boost-eu-sovereignty-without-funding-lethal-autonomous-weapons
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