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The EU ethics body

A new institution fighting intransparent lobbying and conflicts of interest

Equal rights of citizens, citizens’ trust in public institutions, guarantees that public decisions are taken in
the general interest, based on elections’ results and political majorities and not captured by private
interests, integrity of public officials are key features of any functioning democratic system. This requires
irreproachable and fully enforced ethics rules applicable to public institutions and officials and to decision-
making processes.

In the EU, we have ethics standards that are in many ways ahead of national and regional rules in the EU.
However, because they rely solely on a self-regulatory approach where members of each institution judge
themselves, they are in reality poorly enforced. In the European Parliament for example, despite at least
24 alleged breaches of the code of conduct, no procedure ever led to a sanction. The ethics rules are also
very fragmented, with different rules and different procedures applicable to the different institutions,
even the same staff regulations applied differently, which reduces their transparency and their
understanding by citizens and by the individuals concerned.

As a result, multiple cases of unethical behaviours in the recent years and their insufficient handling by the
EU institutions, like the revolving door cases of José Manuel Barroso and Neelie Kroes, conflicts of
interests of MEPs like Rachida Dati, the cash for amendment scandal have harmed the trust European
citizens put in the EU institutions, contributed to damaging the reputation of the European Union and
shown that the EU ethics oversight system falls short of the expected impacts.
This is why we believe that we need a single and independent EU ethics body.

The new EU Commission finally promised such an independent EU ethics body with its election last
year. All lead-candidates of the last elections support the body.

It is time to make this happen!

Watch the webinar that took place on Wednesday, 13th of January 2021 where Daniel Freund
(Greens/EFA), appointed by the European Parliament as rapporteur, discussed together with
shadow rapporteurs for the Socialists and Democrats, Giuliano Pisapia, Gilles Boyer of the liberal
Renew group and Leila Chaibi from The Left how the EU Ethics body should look like.
Watch the webinar that took place on Wednesday, 24th of March 2021 where the lead negotiators

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/the-eu-ethics-body
https://youtu.be/Qti_zVLXnQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6HYvIOVgGA&feature=youtu.be


for Parliament’s political groups discuss with representatives of the French Haute Autorité pour la
Transparence de la Vie Publique (HATVP), the Canadian Conflict of Interest and Ethics
Commissioner and the Lobbying Commissioner.
Read law professor Alberto Alemanno’s study and résumé on legal options for an EU ethics body
Read why we are demanding a new independent ethics body
Read the draft report for an independent Ethics body here
Read the proposed amendments to the draft report here
Read our Q&A to know all about the EU ethics body
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