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Binding targets are needed if EU is to be world leader on
renewables

Renewable energy directive

The European Parliament’s Industry, Research and Energy committee (ITRE) has today backed a report on
the renewable energy directive, setting out targets for renewable energy for 2030. The Greens/EFA group
voted against the report, due in part to the absence of binding targets for member states. A plenary vote is
expected in January.

Claude Turmes, the Greens/EFA shadow rapporteur in ITRE, comments:

“The EU should be striving to become the world leader in renewables. An ambitious renewables policy with
national binding targets is key to cutting costs and accelerating the energy transition. The 35% renewable
energy target for 2030 should be the absolute bare minimum and falls short of what is needed to meet the
Paris Agreement.

"What is worse, this will not be backed up by binding targets at national level. Alongside a loophole, which
will allow member states to deviate by a further 10% in “duly justified circumstances”, it seems highly
unlikely that the overall EU target will be met. With negotiations with the member states yet to begin, the
parliament should not agree such a weak starting position."

Bas Eickhout, Greens/EFA rapporteur for the Environment committee, adds:

"We are pleased to see strong provisions on the generation and consumption of renewable energy by local
communities. This will help citizens reap the full benefits of the transition towards renewables.

"The introduction of a transport sub-target of 12% is a major concern, opening the door to first generation
biofuels that are bad for climate and compete with food production. The industry and environment
committees now have quite different positions. We will need to ensure consistency and reduce the place that
has been opened up to unsustainable bioenergy when we have the final vote in the European Parliament." 

  

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/binding-targets-are-needed-if-eu-is-to-be-world-leader-on-renewables
https://www.greens-efa.eu/es/article/press/binding-targets-are-needed-if-eu-is-to-be-world-leader-on-renewables
https://www.greens-efa.eu/de/artikel/press/binding-targets-are-needed-if-eu-is-to-be-world-leader-on-renewables
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/newsroom/press-releases


Recommended

  
  
  

  Press release  

  
© Thomas Mounsey

  
  
  

$300bn climate finance deal clinched in last ditch eff…

24.11.2024

  

  News  

  
© European Union 2021 - Source : EP

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/cop29-300bn-climate-finance-deal-clinched-in-last-ditch-efforts-to-support-global-south


  
  
  

Debriefing of the September Plenary Session

15.09.2023

  

  Press release  

  
©fredrika-carlsson

  

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/debriefing-of-the-september-plenary-session-10288


  
  

MEPs clear the way for a massive boost to energy trans…

12.09.2023

  

  News  

  
European Union

  
  
  

Plenary flash 11-14 September 2023

11.09.2023

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/meps-clears-the-way-for-a-massive-boost-to-energy-transition-cheap-electricity-and-eu-industry
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-11-14-september-2023


  
  
  

Responsible MEPs

  

  
  
Bas Eickhout

Co-President

  

  
  
Claude Turmes

Member

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/eickhout-bas
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/turmes-claude


  

Contact person

  

  
  
David Weir

Press & Media Advisor EN (English language press)

  

Please share

  
  

  

E-Mail

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/weir-david
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/binding-targets-are-needed-if-eu-is-to-be-world-leader-on-renewables?
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/binding-targets-are-needed-if-eu-is-to-be-world-leader-on-renewables?


Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

