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EU ready to finally ban all forced labour products

Today, the European Parliament will adopt two landmark resolutions to ensure respect for human rights in
EU trade policy. The first calls for a new trade instrument that will ban the import into the EU market of
all goods produced with forced labour, and which the Greens/EFA believe will be necessary to
complement the upcoming due diligence legislation. The second resolution focuses on human rights in
Xinjiang and the Xinjiang police files and calls again for a trade instrument to prohibit the import of goods
produced with forced labour, while also calling for the strengthening of sanctions against Chinese leaders
currently targeted by the EU as well as their extension to all individuals, or entities, identified in the
Xinjiang police files.

Heidi Hautala MEP, Vice-President of the European Parliament and Greens/EFA member of the
International Trade and Human Rights committees, comments:

"Europeans demand a trade policy in line with EU values, human dignity and social rights. Under pressure
from the Parliament, the Council and the Commission had to withdraw their support for the investment
agreement with China. And today, the European Parliament is signaling that it no longer wants the EU to be
complicit with the Chinese totalitarian regime, which has been perpetuating a crime against humanity in the
Xinjiang province for five years.

"The EU is the second largest market for Chinese exports. By banning the import of forced labour products,
we will finally act against exploitation and protect workers in China and Europe.”

Sarah Matthieu MEP, Greens/EFA member of the Committee on International Trade:

"25 million people around the world are estimated to be victims of forced labour. This includes countries with
which the EU is currently negotiating free trade agreements. The EU simply cannot allow the import of
modern slavery products.

"Out of these 25 million, 6 to 10 million are estimated to be children. Moreover, the United Nations expects
the situation to worsen as the pandemic and the war in Ukraine push more families into poverty.”

More:

The Greens/EFA welcome the strong signal sent by the Parliament to the Commission to provide the EU
with an instrument to combat forced labour. The Commission is expected to present a legislative proposal
after the summer.

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/commerce-international-droits-humains-travail-forcé-lue-enfin-prête-à-interdire-tous-les-produits-issus-du-travail-forcé
https://www.greens-efa.eu/fr/article/press/commerce-international-droits-humains-travail-forcé-lue-enfin-prête-à-interdire-tous-les-produits-issus-du-travail-forcé
https://www.greens-efa.eu/de/artikel/press/commerce-international-droits-humains-travail-forcé-lue-enfin-prête-à-interdire-tous-les-produits-issus-du-travail-forcé
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/newsroom/press-releases


  

Recommended

  
  
  

  News  

  
©zsofia-vera

  
  
  

PLENARY FLASH: Greens/EFA Priorities 9 to 12 March

09.03.2026

  

  Press release  

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-greens-efa-priorities-9-to-12-march


  
  
  

Vote on Turnberry agreement should be paused

20.02.2026

  

  Press release  

  
pop-zebra-unsplash

  

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/vote-on-turnberry-agreement-should-be-paused


  
  

Subcontracting: MEPs stand on the side of workers

12.02.2026

  

  Press release  

  
European Council

  
  
  

Europe will only be free when we are fossil-free

11.02.2026

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/subcontracting-meps-stand-on-the-side-of-workers
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/investitionslücke-schließen-eu-unabhängig-machen-von-fossilen-autokratien


  
  
  

Responsible MEPs

  

  
  
Heidi Hautala

EP Vice-President, Member

  

  
  
Sara Matthieu

Member

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/hautala-heidi
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/matthieu-sara


  

Contact person

  

  
  
Helena Hellstrom

Harassment Prevention and Response Officer

  

Please share

  
  

  

E-Mail

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/hellstrom-helena
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/commerce-international-droits-humains-travail-forc%c3%a9-lue-enfin-pr%c3%aate-%c3%a0-interdire-tous-les-produits-issus-du-travail-forc%c3%a9?
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/commerce-international-droits-humains-travail-forc%c3%a9-lue-enfin-pr%c3%aate-%c3%a0-interdire-tous-les-produits-issus-du-travail-forc%c3%a9?


Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

