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Commission suspends payments over Babiš' conflicts of interest

Czechia

The Commission has just confirmed that it is suspending certain payments under Cohesion funding and
the European Regional Development Fund to the Czech Prime Minister’s company Agrofert, due to the
apparent conflict of interest surrounding Andrej Babiš role as PM and his business holdings. The Czech
Prime Minister is the owner of the massive agribusiness, for which he set up a ‘trust’ ahead of becoming
Prime Minister for the second time. The Greens/EFA Group have long highlighted the conflict of interests
surrounding the Czech Prime Minister. 

Daniel Freund MEP, Greens/EFA Group Coordinator in the Budgetary Control Committee, comments: 

“The Commission has recognised that Czech PM Andrej Babiš is likely in conflict of interest and we applaud
that the Commission has finally taken action here. It is totally unacceptable for a prime minister to be
negotiating the EU’s next long term budget, when he decides how large a chunk of that money could end up in
his own pockets. The trust fund that Babiš set up in no way is enough to prevent a conflict of interest and it’s
welcome that the Commission has acknowledged this. 

“However, the Czech people should not have to suffer due to the dodgy dealings of their prime minister. It is
time that the Commission and Council forces Czechia to ensure that Babiš is not involved in any negotiations
around the EU’s long term budget, which may benefit him or his family directly. Either Babiš is head of
Agrofert or he’s Czech PM, he can’t have it both ways.”

Markéta Gregorová, Greens/EFA MEP and Czech Pirate Member of the Committee on International
Trade, comments:  

“I am glad that the European Commission has finally started addressing Andrej Babiš’ conflict of interest, as
it promised in its response to my inquiry. This confirms that we were right to raise the alarm: Babiš has not
resolved his conflict of interest, and, frankly, he never genuinely intended to do so. The Commission must
now ensure that the rules are enforced and that European taxpayers’ money is protected from any misuse.”

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/commission-suspends-payments-over-babiš-conflicts-of-interest
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/newsroom/press-releases
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/media/video/I-294106?link_id=1&can_id=52b4a40f516427dc15e6c3596603aae9&source=email-czechia-commission-suspends-payments-over-babis-conflicts-of-interest&email_referrer=&email_subject=czechia-commission-suspends-payments-over-babis-conflicts-of-interest&&
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-10-2026-0125_EN.html?link_id=2&can_id=52b4a40f516427dc15e6c3596603aae9&source=email-czechia-commission-suspends-payments-over-babis-conflicts-of-interest&email_referrer=&email_subject=czechia-commission-suspends-payments-over-babis-conflicts-of-interest&&
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