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EU-Ukraine summit

Ukraine's leadership frittering away chances for closer relations

Commenting on today's EU-Ukraine summit in Brussels, Greens/EFA co-president Rebecca Harms said:

"Ukraine's political leadership under president Yanukovych is consciously frittering away the chances for an
association agreement. 

"Instead of finally strengthening the rule of law, the situation is deteriorating. The new charges against Yulia
Tymoshenko are a further indictment of the situation, as are the threats to arrest her lawyer. The pressure on
the remaining independent media is growing at a disturbing rate. Under these conditions, the EU clearly
cannot conclude an association agreement with Ukraine."

Green foreign affairs spokesperson Werner Schulz added: 

"The Ukrainian political leadership must first demonstrate the will to implement the necessary reforms, if it is
to prove it actually agrees to and will abide with the content of an association agreement.  These minimal
requirements, such as on the rule of law and freedom of expression, must remain fundamental preconditions
for closer relations with the EU. 

"The EU must help the Ukraine to become less dependent on Russia through energy cooperation and support
for the modernisation of the infrastructure. The EU should also conclude a basic visa regime to enable more
freedom and exchange between the Ukraine and the EU."

Editors note:

Rebecca Harms will be in the Ukraine next Monday and Tuesday for political discussions and meetings -
see
http://www.kiev-dialogue.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Kiewer_Gespraeche_2013/Programm_9.Kiewer_Ges
praeche_DE.pdf)
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