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Europe is taking a step in the right direction

Energy efficiency directive

The Greens/EFA group has welcomed the increase in energy efficiency targets in the EU, but warned that
they still fall short of delivering on the Paris climate agreement.

After particularly difficult negotiations, an agreement was reached last night on the revision of the Energy
Efficiency Directive between the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council.

Benedek Javor, energy efficiency spokesperson for the Greens/EFA group, comments:

“We've worked hard to push for the highest overall ambition possible. Despite the lack of ambition of
national governments, we have managed to deliver a headline target of 32.5 % and annual savings of 0.8%
for consumers. We have made sure that over the next decade there will be greater savings, delivered at a
faster pace. This will deliver tangible benefits for Europeans, not least in tackling the problem of energy
poverty. It also opens up an opportunity to create thousands of jobs in the green economy, opportunities that
are desperately needed in many parts of Europe.

“Nonetheless, the measures are not enough for the EU to fulfil its commitments under the Paris Agreement.
They will need to be strengthened in time if we are to meet our climate obligations and deliver the full health
and financial benefits of energy efficiency to the people of Europe."
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