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EU-US TTIP negotiations

Socialist MEPs support ISDS under pressure from EP President Martin
Schulz

With debate still raging in the European Parliament on the proposals for an EU-US trade partnership and
private arbitration courts (Investor-state dispute settlement/ISDS), the President of the European
Parliament Martin Schulz has pressured German and Spanish MEPs from the centre-left Socialists &
Democrats group to adopt the same position on ISDS as the centre and centre-right groups. However this
compromise’s superficial and hollow assurances cannot disguise the fact that Schulz has here followed the
bidding of German Chancellor Merkel and the big business lobby.

Reacting to this development, Greens/EFA trade spokesperson Yannick Jadot said:

“The centre-left Spanish and German MERPs that agreed to switch position and align in favour of ISDS under
pressure from President Schulz will undoubtedly be feted by Business Europe and the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, given that these groups never hid the fact that the private ISDS courts were their best tool to block
any laws which might be detrimental to their profit margins. The centre-right group now seems more than
ever to be the party of big business while the centre-left is that of missed opportunities. Angela Merkel
certainly owes a thank you to Martin Schulz: she now has the opportunity to dictate policy orientation not just
in the Council and the Commission, but also in the European Parliament!

The Greens call on citizens, trade unions, NGOs, towns and regions and businesses to speak out and contact
their elected representatives and hold them to account on this attempt to privatise justice and infringe
democratic rights.”

Greens/EFA vice-president and international investment spokesperson Ska Keller said:

“The tragicomedy on ISDS is entering its next phase in the European Parliament. And indeed, the so-called
compromise proposal is nothing but theatre. At first glance, the contents of the compromise seem to support
the position of ISDS critics. A closer look however reveals that the aim is to support the Commission’s position.


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/eu-us-ttip-negotiations-6369
https://www.greens-efa.eu/fr/article/press/eu-us-ttip-negotiations-6369
https://www.greens-efa.eu/de/artikel/press/eu-us-ttip-negotiations-6369
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/newsroom/press-releases

Although the compromise provides for replacing ISDS courts with some kind of ‘new’ system, there is no
further explanation or details. Still, as long as there is a system in place for investors to litigate against states,
as the compromise calls for, it is ISDS. The fact that the Parliament President’s tries to spin this as something
different by giving it a new name does not change anything.”

The debate on the TTIP (Lange report - European Parliament’s recommendations to the European
Commission on the negotiations for the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership) will take place on
Tuesday and the vote on Wednesday.
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