en | de

Press release 1 21.01.2013

Eurogroup chairpersonship

Fait accompli as latest Euro economic decision-making post to be signed-
off after backdoor deal

Finance ministers from the 17 Euro member states are set to confirm Dutch finance minister Jeroen
Dijsselbloem as the new chair of the Eurogroup - replacing Jean Claude Juncker - at today's Eurogroup
meeting. Commenting on the decision, Green finance spokesperson Sven Giegold said:

“Eurogroup finance minister will today sign off on the fait accompli, confirming the backdoor deal on the
appointment of Jeroen Dijsselbloem as new chair of the Eurogroup. Quite apart from the question-marks
about his limited experience, after only 3 months as finance minister, the deal means yet another opportunity
lost in terms of redressing the absence of female representation at the highest level of decision-making in the
Eurozone.

"After the problems with appointment of Yves Mersch to the ECB board last year (1), and the failure to
consider female candidates, the Eurogroup appointment could have been used to set the record straight.
However, instead of an open selection process, with other candidates having the opportunity of presenting
themselves - notably the two female Eurogroup finance ministers - Jeroen Dijsselbloem was the only
candidate considered. As such, it is another missed chance to get the gender balance right in management of
the Euro crisis*."

(1) See press release http://www.greens-efa.eu/ecb-executive-board-8478.html

* See the Spot the Error campaign on gender imbalance in Euro decision-making http://www.sven-
giegold.de/2012/keine-frauen-in-top-positionen-in-der-europaischen-wirtschaftspolitik/
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