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Glencore and Xstrata Merger

Commissioner Almunia on the wrong track

Today the European Commission announced its approval of the merger of the resource companies
Glencore and Xstrata. Criticising this fast-track approval, Green industrial policy spokesperson Reinhard
Biitikofer (MEP, Germany) stated:

"The decision by Commissioner Almunia to give the green light to the Glencore and Xstrata merger does a
disservice to European industry and European consumers. The Commission has discounted competition
concerns that have been raised by this merger in a most astonishing way. Even after the abrogation of the
Glencore-Nyrstar arrangement that the Commission demands as its only condition for a green light, Glencore
will have a dominant position in the European zinc market. Beyond that, this new raw materials giant also
enjoys the benefits of an extremely high market concentration with regard to cobalt, copper and nickel in
Europe.

"Commissioner Almunia’s stance is bad news for anti-trust concerns and for the prospects of market
competition in the European raw materials sector. It is surprising that a more in-depth investigation into the
merger was so easily dismissed."

Recommended

Press release

Photo by Julian on Unsplash


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/glencore-and-xstrata-merger
https://www.greens-efa.eu/de/artikel/press/glencore-and-xstrata-merger
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/newsroom/press-releases

Win for consumers with new bank liability, but fight a...

27.11.2025

Press release

josue-isai-ramos-figueroa-unsplash



https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/win-for-consumers-with-new-bank-liability-but-fight-against-fraud-far-from-over

Greens/EFA welcome Court ruling on Minimum Wage Direct...

11.11.2025

Policy Paper

Tecnalia (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

LEAD MARKETS: DEMANDING EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL LEADERSHIP

05.11.2025

Press release


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/greens-efa-welcome-court-ruling-on-minimum-wage-directive
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/policypaper/lead-markets-demanding-european-industrial-leadership

Flickr: Bundeswehr-Fotos. (CC BY-ND 2.0)

EDIP trilogue: Quotes from MEPs Neumann & Sinkevi¢ius

16.10.2025

Responsible MEPs


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/edip-trilogue-quotes-from-meps-neumann-sinkevičius

Reinhard Biitikofer

Member

Please share

-E-Mail


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/bütikofer-reinhard
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/glencore-and-xstrata-merger?
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/glencore-and-xstrata-merger?
http://www.tcpdf.org

