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Greens/EFA group puts pressure on Commission to take action

Dieselgate

The European Commission needs to stop dragging its heels on Dieselgate, according to Greens/EFA MEP,
Bas Eickhout. The Greens/EFA group has chosen Dieselgate as the subject of its first Topical Debate slot,
which will take place at 3pm today (watch here).

Bas Eickhout, who was a member of the European Parliament's Dieselgate inquiry, comments:

"With millions of cars across Europe polluting at an illegal level, the European Commission should be taking
bold action to protect public health. Yet two years on from the scandal, the Commission is still dragging its
heels. That's why we are calling on them to introduce repair standards for the existing diesel fleet in Europe,
which would give Member States a much needed push into action. It is also essential that we have EU-level
inspections to ensure compliance with the environmental standards: there's no point in having high standards
if they are not being enforced.

"Sadly, too many politicians seem to cling to the idea that strong action on Dieselgate will threaten Europe’s
car industry. But in truth it is only a rapid move towards clean technology that can provide the much needed
opportunities for industry and jobs."

 

Background

Severe air pollution contributes to more than 400,000 premature deaths in Europe every year,
according to figures from the European Environment Agency: 
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/stronger-measures-needed/table-10-1-premature-deaths
Transport and Environment has estimated the total number of grossly polluting diesel vehicles in
the EU to be 35 million. See their briefing: 
https://www.transportenvironment.org/publications/fixing-dieselgate-europe

The final report from the European Parliament investigation into Dieselgate was passed by MEPs in April: 
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/a-step-in-the-right-direction-but-parliament-fails-to-deliver-
independent-eu-oversight/

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/gruenenefa-fraktion-fordert-europaweite-nachruestung-von-schmutzigen-dieselautos
https://www.greens-efa.eu/de/artikel/press/gruenenefa-fraktion-fordert-europaweite-nachruestung-von-schmutzigen-dieselautos
https://www.greens-efa.eu/fr/article/press/gruenenefa-fraktion-fordert-europaweite-nachruestung-von-schmutzigen-dieselautos
https://www.greens-efa.eu/es/article/press/gruenenefa-fraktion-fordert-europaweite-nachruestung-von-schmutzigen-dieselautos
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/newsroom/press-releases
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/home.html
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/stronger-measures-needed/table-10-1-premature-deaths
https://www.transportenvironment.org/publications/fixing-dieselgate-europe
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/a-step-in-the-right-direction-but-parliament-fails-to-deliver-independent-eu-oversight/
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/a-step-in-the-right-direction-but-parliament-fails-to-deliver-independent-eu-oversight/
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