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EU-US trade talks

Quote from Reinhard Biitikofer MEP

Today, the Council of Ministers adopted the mandate for the European Commission to negotiate a trade
agreement with the USA. The European Parliament rejected negotiations on the basis of the two mandates
on the 24™ of March 2019. EU governments have not yet published the current two negotiating mandates,
so that they might be scrutinised by the public.

Reinhard Biitikofer, trade spokesperson for the Greens/EFA group and member of the delegation for
relations with the USA:

"EU governments have ignored all criticism of the Commission's proposed mandate for transatlantic trade

negotiations, without being sure that serious negotiations will take place. The starting positions are very far
apart with the US side is insisting on the inclusion of the entire agricultural sector, which the EU has so far
categorically ruled out. This comes after the European Parliament rejected the Commission's approach just
three weeks ago.

"In the Council, France and Germany are so divided that France is now being outvoted for the first time. The
German government seems willing to pay almost any price to avoid tariffs on German car exports. The EU is
starting out from a weakened position.

"We need a fair partnership, but not a deal at the expense of the environment and European standards. The

Commission and the Council are undermining the EU's negotiating position by trying to avoid a transparent
debate out of fear of public opinion. We will help to ensure that this does not happen."

Recommended


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/handelsabkommen-mit-den-usa-kein-deal-zu-lasten-von-umwelt-und-standards
https://www.greens-efa.eu/de/artikel/press/handelsabkommen-mit-den-usa-kein-deal-zu-lasten-von-umwelt-und-standards
https://www.greens-efa.eu/es/article/press/handelsabkommen-mit-den-usa-kein-deal-zu-lasten-von-umwelt-und-standards
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/newsroom/press-releases

Press release

© Patrick Laverdant

EU-Mercosur

09.01.2026

News

©nobutz/pixabay


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/eu-mercosur-10809

PLENARY FLASH: Greens/EFA Priorities 15 to 18 Decembe...

15.12.2025

News

©jonathan-marchal



https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-greens-efa-priorities-15-to-18-december

Plenary Flash: Greens/EFA Priorities 8 to 11 September

08.09.2025

News

© jonathan-marchal/unsplash

Debriefing of the April 2025 Plenary Session

04.04.2025


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-greens-efa-priorities-8-to-11-september
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/debriefing-of-the-april-2025-plenary-session

Responsible MEPs

Reinhard Biitikofer

Member

Contact person

Alex Johnson


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/bütikofer-reinhard
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/johnson-alex

Press & Media Advisor EN (English language press)

Please share

.E-Mail


mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/handelsabkommen-mit-den-usa-kein-deal-zu-lasten-von-umwelt-und-standards?
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/handelsabkommen-mit-den-usa-kein-deal-zu-lasten-von-umwelt-und-standards?
http://www.tcpdf.org

