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Hazardous substances/EU biocides rules

MEPs vote for safer biocidal products

The European Parliament environment committee today voted on proposals to revise EU legislation on biocidal products
(substances aimed to kill or deter harmful organisms used in hygiene products for example), dealing with product approvals and
active substances in the products (1). The group believes that the vote represents a step forward for public health. After the vote,

Green MEP Michele Rivasi gaid:

"Given the potentially serious impacts of biocides for public health, we need to ensure stringent regulation of biocidal

products. The Greens have pushed to ensure that the most harmful substances, including endocrine disrupters, are no longer used in
biocides. Today's vote would ensure exceptions to this rule can only be given when there is a serious danger that cannot be
controlled by any alternative safer means. It would simply be unacceptable to allow a hazardous substance when safer alternatives
are available.

"Importantly, treated articles containing biocides will have to be labelled accordingly. Given the concerns with regard to the use of
nanoparticles, it is also welcome that MEPs supported measures proposed by the Greens to oblige the labelling of products
containing nanoparticles and to ensure nanosubstances are subject to separate scientific evaluation.

"Proposals to allowing member states to deviate from central authorisations and for mutual recognition in the context of national
authorisations, represent an improvement on the original proposals.”

(1) Second reading vote on the Klass report.
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