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MEPs reject classification of nuclear power and gas as
sustainable

Taxonomy

Today, a cross-party alliance voted down the European Commission's proposal to label gas and nuclear
energy as sustainable. The vote took place in both the Environment (ENVI) and the Economic and
Monetary Affairs committees (ECON). The resolution voted on today is expected to be voted on during
the July plenary. The Greens/EFA Group calls on all MEPs to reject the delegated act.

Bas Eickhout, Member of the European Parliament’s ENVI and ECON committees, and European
Parliament rapporteur for the taxonomy regulation, comments:

"Today’s vote shows that while many of the MEPs understand that nuclear power and gas are not
sustainable, it is still a tight race. We need massive investment in the expansion of renewable energies, not the
energies of the past. The Green Deal must not be used to finance energies that harm the environment and
climate and pose unmanageable risks. The EU has the chance to take the global lead in the fight against
climate change and set the gold standard for investment in the climate neutral economy.

“We are facing a climate crisis, a cost-of-living crisis and the war in Ukraine means the EU urgently needs to
become independent of Russian uranium and gas. Artificial incentives to invest in expensive nuclear and
fossil energy at the expense of renewables and other sustainable sectors is the last thing we need. UN
Secretary-General Guterres has called investment in new fossil fuel production and power plants “moral and
economic madness”. Parliament has a chance to stop this madness.”

More:
76 members of both committees objected to the European Commission's delegated act to label gas and
nuclear power as sustainable in the joint vote today. 62 members voted against the objection, 4 abstained. 

In plenary, an absolute majority of 353 votes (out of a total of 705 MEPs) is needed to reject the
Commission's proposal. The delegated act on the EU Commission's Taxonomy Regulation is a
sustainability label and guide for investors.

European Parliament's resolution objecting to the Commission Delegated Regulation

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/meps-reject-classification-of-nuclear-power-and-gas-as-sustainable
https://www.greens-efa.eu/de/artikel/press/meps-reject-classification-of-nuclear-power-and-gas-as-sustainable
https://www.greens-efa.eu/fr/article/press/meps-reject-classification-of-nuclear-power-and-gas-as-sustainable
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/newsroom/press-releases
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CJ36/RD/2022/06-14/1257367EN.pdf
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