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Offshore energy must be integral part of the Green Deal

Offshore Renewable Energy Strategy

Today, the European Commission has just come out with its first offshore strategy for renewable energy.
The aim is to increase the installed offshore wind energy capacity by a factor of 25 by 2050, with a goal of
60 gigawatts on the European grid by 2030 and 300 gigawatts by 2050. By promoting offshore wind power
alongside tidal and wave energy, renewable energies will contribute up to 40% of the energy supply in
2030. The European Commission wants to achieve its climate target of at least 55% emission reduction
compared to 1990 by 2030. The Greens/EFA group are calling for a 65% reduction in order to keep global
temperature rises below 1.5c. 

Grace O'Sullivan MEP, Greens/EFA Member of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and
Food Safety, comments: 

"Offshore wind energy must be an integral part of the European Green Deal, and we welcome these first
steps taken by the European Commission. The use of offshore wind energy is key to reaching a climate
neutral Europe. The Commission's initiative is suitable for providing planning security for suppliers and
donors that will help the burgeoning offshore sector. The promotion of floating wind turbines is very
welcome as this will multiply the available space for wind energy at sea. 

"Unfortunately, the strategy does not mention the precautionary principle. Offshore renewables must not
come at the expense of marine ecosystems and biodiversity, the two must go hand in hand if we are to achieve
a truly sustainable green transition. We call on Member States, when implementing this strategy, to ensure
adequate protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems and biodiversity."

Ciarán Cuffe MEP, Greens/EFA Member of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy,
comments:

"Ireland and the EU have a wealth of offshore wind, wave and tidal potential just waiting to be tapped.
European investment, as well as ambitious targets, are needed to help these green energies of the future truly
take off. With finance from the economic stimulus package in offshore renewable energy, the EU can
provide global leadership, benefit research and provide green jobs.

"However, the Commission is too timid in its targets for installed capacity of offshore wind power. We must
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up our game. The interim target of 60 gigawatts by 2030 is not enough to achieve the 450 gigawatts installed
required for climate neutrality. Quite simply, the Commission's overall climate target of 55% is not sufficient
to keep global temperature rises under 1.5c. We need a 65% reduction in emissions by 2030 and climate
neutrality by 2040 if we are to avoid climate chaos. Ambition must be placed at the heart of our climate
action plans."
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