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Data centres: Tech companies must no longer be allowed to treat
their electricity and water consumption as a trade secret

Data centres

Jutta Paulus MEP, Greens/EFA Group shadow rapporteur for the Energy Efficiency Regulation,
comments:

“Data centres can be real power and water guzzlers. With the boom in artificial intelligence, the IT sector’s
consumption of resources is rising rapidly. A single minute of an Al-generated video can consume as much
electricity as an average household uses in two days and up to seven litres of clean water.

“The fact that the data boom driven by tech companies in Ireland is increasing electricity prices and already
costing households hundreds of euros in additional expenses is a warning sign for the whole of Europe. This
makes the European Commission’s new ef ficiency label all the more important. It is a step in the right

direction, as tech companies must no longer be allowed to treat their electricity and water consumption as a
trade secret. Transparency and binding efficiency standards are long overdue.”

Recommended

Press release

Environment Protection Authority Victoria (CC BY 4.0)


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/tech-companies-must-no-longer-be-allowed-to-treat-their-electricity-and-water-consumption-as-a-trade-secret
https://www.greens-efa.eu/de/artikel/press/tech-companies-must-no-longer-be-allowed-to-treat-their-electricity-and-water-consumption-as-a-trade-secret
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/newsroom/press-releases

PFAS scandal in Croatia

17.09.2026

Press release



https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/pfas-scandal-in-croatia

We cannot afford inaction - phase out climate killers ...

16.09.2026

News

© European Union 2015 - Source EP

PLENARY FILLASH: Greens/EFA Priorities 14 to 17 Septemb...

11.09.2026

Press release

ELG21


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/we-cannot-afford-inaction-phase-out-climate-killers-now
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-greens-efa-priorities-6-to-10-july-copy

Wildfires: Greens/EFA call for urgent Heatwave Action ...

28.07.2026

Responsible MEPs



https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/wildfires-greens-efa-call-for-urgent-heatwave-action-plan
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/paulus-jutta

Jutta Paulus

Member

Contact person

Pia Kohorst

Press & Media Advisor DE (German language press)

Please share


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/kohorst-pia

-E-Mail


mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/tech-companies-must-no-longer-be-allowed-to-treat-their-electricity-and-water-consumption-as-a-trade-secret?
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/tech-companies-must-no-longer-be-allowed-to-treat-their-electricity-and-water-consumption-as-a-trade-secret?
http://www.tcpdf.org

