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Press release 125.11.2019

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women
& Istanbul Convention

Quote from Alice Bah Kuhnke, MEP

Today marks the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. The Greens/EFA
group are urging the European Parliament to vote in favour of a resolution on Thursday (28™ November)
calling on the EU to urgently conclude the accession to the Istanbul Convention and to urge ratification by
Member States that have yet to ratify the accord.

Alice Bah Kuhnke MEP, Greens/EFA Coordinator in the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender
Equality, comments:u

"Violence against women is simply unacceptable, failure to act by governments only furthers the suffering of
millions of women, which is why all EU countries must accede to the Istanbul convention. One-third of all
women in Europe have experienced physical or sexual acts of violence, 55% of women have been confronted
with sexual harassment and in many Member States over half of all female murder victims are killed by an
intimate partner, relative or family member.

"The EU must take a stand and end all gender-based violence. The Council must make violence against
women and girls and other forms of gender-based violence a crime under EU law. We need considerably

more investment in the fight against violence against women and a radical change of course to put an end to
hatred against women."
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