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Whistleblower protection

Greens present draft EU law as Deltour trial continues

The Greens/EFA group in European Parliament are presenting a draft for a new EU directive on
whistleblower protection. The draft directive, which has been launched coinciding with the trial of
Luxembourg Leaks whistleblower Antoine Deltour, aims to provide the basis and further impetus for a
proposal to this end from the European Commission. Outlining the draft directive, Green MEP and
transparency spokesperson Benedek Javor said:

"The Panama Papers leak has once again underlined the essential role performed by whistleblowers in
shedding light on vital information in the public interest, just as the ongoing trial of Luxembourg Leaks
whistleblower Antoine Deltour has driven home the precarious situation of whistleblowers even in modern
democratic states. Whistleblowers serve a crucial role in ensuring transparency and accountability and it is a
scandal that they are very often hung out to dry, with no protection, once they have revealed information in
the public interest.

"We believe there needs to be a basic level of protection for whistleblowers across Europe. Whistleblowers
face uneven levels of protection in the EU, with no protection at all in some member states. The European
Parliament has called on the EU Commission to propose EU legislation on the protection of whistleblowers on
a number of occasions and there is a clear legal basis for such a framework under the EU Treaties. In the
absence of an initiative to this end from the Commission, this draft directive on whistleblower protection aims
to provide the basis and further impetus for such a proposal. We want to work to build a broad consensus
around this legislation with a view to ensure whistleblowers can finally have a basic level of protection across
Europe."

The draft directive and a summary can be found at: http://www.greens-efa.eu/whistle-blowers-
directive-15498.html

The Greens/EFA group will host a conference on whistleblower protection tomorrow in the European
Parliament at which the draft directive will be outlined. More details: http://www.greens-efa.eu/the-right-
to-speak-out-15199.html
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