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Systemic problems, systemic infringements : the case of Hungary

A study commissioned by the Rights and Democracy cluster

In this paper we analyse the independence of the Hungarian judiciary, and argue that Hungary is not a rule
of law state, the judiciary does not operate according to the principles of constitutional democracy. We
also show how judicial capture affects all segments of the public sphere, illustrated by the examples of
academic freedom, media freedom and freedom of information. Due to the violations of EU law on
judicial independence, we will argue, legal procedures should be initiated by the Commission, whether in
the form of traditional infringement, or in the form of systemic infringement procedures, showing the
interconnectedness of orchestrated governmental steps against judicial autonomy. In our view it would be
suboptimal, but in case the Commission remains silent, Member States could also start infringement
procedures for violations of judicial independence against the Hungarian government. All issues on attacks
of judicial independence in Hungary are also relevant for a future process conduced in line with the

Rule of Law Conditionality Regulation.

After an introductory Chapter I explaining the importance of national judicial independence for the
European project, in Chapter II we list the European standards against which in Chapter III the individual
governmental steps of dismantling judicial independence in Hungary are assessed. All the steps discussed
could be tackled either in the form of infringement or systemic infringement procedures.

e READ THE STUDY

Recommended

Letter


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/study/systemic-problems-systemic-infringements-the-case-of-hungary
http://extranet.greens-efa.eu/public/media/file/1/7947

© Alexander Briel

In Defence of Democracy

08.05.2024

Press release

https://unsplash.com/photos/a-long-hallway-with-a-bunch-of-lockers-in-it-1thI2Q5F-VY A


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/letter/in-defence-of-democracy

Final report on Hungary shows damning picture on rule ...

24.04.2024

News

European Union

-

bR T R R

M R

AR e m i = %
Flnie o i gy = v

'il'f. = & = " &
A S cdeBanpas g * W™

T TR R



https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/final-report-on-hungary-shows-damning-picture-on-rule-of-law-eus-response

Plenary Flash 22 - 25 April 2024

19.04.2024

Press release

©sam-mcghee

Media Freedom Act a victory for democracy in dark time...

13.03.2024


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/news/plenary-flash-22-25-april-2024
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/media-freedom-act-a-victory-for-democracy-in-dark-times

Responsible MEPs

Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield

Member

Tineke Strik

Member


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/delbos-corfield-gwendoline
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/strik-tineke

Contact person

Maria Giovanna Manieri

Team Leader - Rights and Democracy

Attached documents

SYSTEMIC PROBLEMS /SYSTEMIC INFRINGEMENTS: the case of Hungary

Please share


https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/manieri-maria-giovanna
https://www.greens-efa.eu/files/assets/docs/221007_systemic_problems_the_case_of_hungary_report_a4.pdf

E-Mail


mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/study/en/article/study/systemic-problems-systemic-infringements-the-case-of-hungary?
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/study/en/article/study/systemic-problems-systemic-infringements-the-case-of-hungary?
http://www.tcpdf.org

