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Outline

• Our framework: two policies working in synergy 
with interactive innovation as a cornerstone
• Some examples
• A few words about the future



European Innovation Partnership for 
Agricultural Productivity and Sustainability

CAP
HORIZON 

2020
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Presentation Notes
Launched by the Commission in February 2012 (COM (2012)79)Aim: Fostering a competitive and sustainable agriculture and forestry sector that ‘achieves more from less’Approach: Closing the innovation gap between research and practice and forming partnerships by:Using the interactive innovation model 	Linking actors through the EIP-AGRI NetworkShape existing knowledge into solutions



Knowledge and
partners

• Results
• Ideas to test

• Research needs
• Feedback

Research

Farming
Forestry

Agribusiness
…

Interactive Innovation Model
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Presentation Notes
A “linear innovation model” speeds up transfer “from the laboratory to the market(s)” through a diffusion of new scientific knowledge. The agricultural EIP goes beyond this model. The EIP uses the "interactive innovation model" which focuses on forming partnerships - using bottom-up approaches and linking farmers, advisors, researchers, businesses, and other actors in Operational Groups. This knowledge “exchange” will generate new insights and ideas and mould existing unspoken knowledge into focused solutions that can be put into practice quicker. Such an approach will stimulate innovation from all sides and will help to target the research agenda. 



Multi-actor approach
• The project must respond to real needs of those

on the ground

• Adequate choice of actors with complementary
knowledge

• Genuine & sufficient involvement of actors all
along the project

• Produce practical knowledge easily accessible,
understandable and applicable

• Dissemination at minimum through Agri EIP with
practice abstracts



Multi-actor approach

Co-created knowledge
Complementary types of knowledge 
 innovative solutions…

… better adapted to the field

More newcomers
48% newcomers in Multi-actor 
topics (+20% compared to 
classical SC2 topics)
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More newcomers48% newcomers in Multi-actor topics (+20% compared to classical SC2 topics)Newcomers = actors closer to the fieldTriggers private sector participationCo-created knowledgeComplementary types of knowledge  innovative solutions…… better adapted to the fieldKeeping room for “science-only” as well (40% budget)



• Research projects
(knowledge base) 

• Multi-actor projects and 
thematic networks 

(interactive innovation)

Connecting policies: the bigger EIP picture

Funding for:

OG preparation

OG projects

Innovation support services 

CAP /Rural development
(regional/national level)

Horizo20
(European projects)

Farmers

NGOs Advisors

ResearchersAgri-
business

Operational
Group

OPERATIONAL GROUP

Unique EU knowledge repository
of contacts and practice abstracts

EIP 
network(s)

Involvement of OGs is 
strongly recommended
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Synergy and complementarity between Common Agricultural Policy and EU Research PolicyThe EIP-AGRI applies an overarching "Open innovation" concept based on the interactive innovation model (applied in Operational Groups and Multi-Actor projects):Collaboration between various actors to make best use of complementary types of knowledge (scientific, practical, organisational, etc) in view of co-creation and diffusion of solutions/opportunities ready to implement in practice.EU wide EIP network linking actors: communication, partnering, dissemination, knowledge flows and collecting practice needs (Open science)



EIP-AGRI – Where are we?

 27 Member States, 98 rural development 
programmes implementing the EIP

 Around 3 200 OGs planned in 2014-2020; 
over 700 OGs already running

 Over 100 H2020 multi-actor projects
ongoing, including 23 thematic networks

 A growing and thriving network 

An increasing volume of 
practice-oriented

knowledge !

www.eip-agri.eu

http://www.eip-agri.eu/


Operational groups 
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Key actors of the EIP-AGRIFunded under RDPsProject based "hands-on group"Tackle a certain practical problem or  opportunity which may lead to innovation (bottom-up)Different competencies (practical, scientific, technical, organizational)Benefit from the interactionsDisseminate the results via EIP-AGRI network



Interactive innovation in practice!

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/publications

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/publications


Agricultural and rural research under Horizon 2020 - Factsheets

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/research-innovation/documents-links_en


Some examples



TERUNIC - TErritory Economical, the Right Understanding 
(France)

• Understanding the 
impact of increased protein 
autonomy at farm and 
territorial level
• Farmers, advisors and 
researchers
• Crops, practices + an 
assessment tool 
« DEVAUTOP »
• Reduced protein 
dependency from 50% to 
6% (local rapeseed cake)

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/find-
connect/projects/terunic-étude-sociale-environnementale-
micro-macro
https://www.pole-agro-ouest.eu/projet-sos-
protein/terunic/



BRIDE – Biodiversity regeneration in a dairying environment 
(Ireland)

• Towards result-based 
policy support
• Led by farmers for 
farmers, with ecologists and 
researchers
• Tailored habitat 
management plan
• Higher payments for 
higher diversity
• Local sense of identity 
and valuation

http://www.thebrideproject.ie/
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Presentation Notes
Biodiversity regeneration in a dairying environment



MEERGEWINN – Nutrient removal by the production of 
renewable resources in constructed wetlands (Germany)

• Growing innovative crops on 
constructed wetlands on the Baltic to 
clean water and create value: 
fodder, ornamentals, energy crops
• Led by Scientists with farmers and 
SME
• Testing practices with local 
farmers
• Creating value streams

http://www.duene-greifswald.de/de/projekte.php_meergewinn.php

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/news/inspirational-ideas-
constructed-wetlands-water

Presenter
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Constructed wetlands can be installed to treat agricultural wastewater and runoff. The plants within this system take up nitrogen and phosphate and purify the water. The German Operational Group MeerGewinn is testing different plant species for this purpose. Henning Holst from project partner DUENE Institute of sustainable development of landscapes of the earth tells us: “We are investigating the innovative application of plants which can be used as fodder or ornamental plants and that can actually bring in revenue for the farm”.Constructed wetlands can be installed as artificial wetlands for the purposes of nutrient retention and therefore water purification. The systems can be implemented in different sizes - from small treatment plants to large retention areas. Not only do the plants take up nutrients, but the substrate of the wetlands also contributes to the water-treatment process: “Wetlands can potentially provide additional ecosystem services such as stormwater catchment, water storage and the support of biodiversity” explains Max Wenzel from DUENE.“Due to the agricultural activity in the area, the Baltic Sea and the majority of all waterbodies of Mecklenburg-Westernpommerania (Germany) are highly polluted with excess nutrients” explains Nora Köhn, also from DUENE. MeerGewinn is aiming to test a variety of plants for constructed wetlands which could not only act as water-purifiers but which can also be cultivated by the farmer as an added-value to the current farm system: “Our goal is to use those nutrients for growing renewable resources: fodder, ornamental plants, herbs or renewable raw materials.”MeerGewinn is a cooperation between DUENE e.V. (research facility), the city of Loitz, farmers and numerous small and medium-sized enterprises. This combination of partners brings in all of the expertise and resources needed to start implementing small to large scale Constructed Wetlands. The Operational Group runs from 2015 to 2019. They have already set up a number of pilot projects of various sizes, where the project partners support the content and structural planning of the constructed wetlands:Pilot project Polder Rochow: A farmer from Ueckermünde (Germany) wanted to test a new land use concept and provided a part of his land for the production of renewable resources. They have tested the use of cattail as a possible plant for nutrient removal and also ornamental plants (including swamp iris).Pilot project with Joachim Krüger Pflanzenkläranlagen GmbH: This pilot project is currently running a new series of experiments in purpose-built test basins. The three planted basins contain six different types of plants. Ornamental plants, food plants and medicinal plants are examined on their ability to grow with water from a water purification plant. “The experimental design ensures that the conditions in constructed wetlands for wastewater treatment are adjusted as accurately as possible. With the help of nutrient measurements, we can accurately document the nutrient retention potential and the increased yield connected to the additional nutrients.” Says Max Wenzel.The last phase of the project will focus on assessing realistic numbers on the economics of renewable resources from Constructed Wetlands. The Operational group will release a brochure to summarise the results. Furthermore, the project will conduct a feasibility analysis for a large-scale Constructed Wetland.“Constructed wetlands create new circular value chains that can make a positive regional economic contribution. We want to encourage farmers and landowners as environmental service providers and make it possible for them to use constructed wetlands for their own economic benefit while also saving the future of upcoming generations.” - Henning Holst.

http://www.duene-greifswald.de/de/projekte.php_meergewinn.php
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/news/inspirational-ideas-constructed-wetlands-water


Innobrotics (Austria)

• Fighting corn 
rootworms in sustainable 
ways
• Researchers and 
farmers
• Beetle control
• Testing existing and 
new plant varieties 
(alternative feed to corn)
• Farming practices
• Increasing crop rotation https://www.zukunftsraumland.at/projekte/1475
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Innobrotics Innovation (innovation) and Diabrotica virgifera (western corn rootworm) AUSTRIA – THREE FEDERAL STATES (STYRIA, BURGENLAND AND CARINTHIA) Starting date - expected end date | 01.01.2016 - 31.12.2018 https://www.zukunftsraumland.at/projekte/1475 Operational Group  In recent years, the corn rootworm has spread rapidly in Austria and has caused great damage to many farms. Innovative solutions have to be found as quickly as possible in order to avoid further major losses in value. The main objectives of the project are: Research into sustainably effective, ecologically compatible beetle control measures; Screening of existing and testing of new plant varieties, which are an potential alternative feed to corn; The Implementation of the knowledge acquired in the project into the farming practices. An important benefit for the affected farms is the preservation of the value added by a high proportion of selfproduced basic feed in the refining industry as well as the best possible substitution of the main crop corn by alternative crops such as millet, field bean and soybean. As a result, crop rotation and biodiversity in agriculture are significantly increased.  Project contact:  Christian Werni, Bakk. MSc.  | Hamerlinggasse 3, A-8010 Graz T: +43  664 60 25 96 1315  | christian.werni@lk-stmk.at   Lead partner:  Chamber of Agriculture and Forestry Styria Other partners:  Research  Saatzucht (Plant breeding company) Gleisdorf Ges.m.b.H. Farmers Mag. Christian Konrad – arable farmer Gottfried Loibner - livestock farmer External partners University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna HBLFA (Higher Federal Institute of Agriculture and Research) Raumberg-Gumpenstein Styrian Research Council Agricultural College Hatzendorf and many more   



PRO-VITERRE: Guidelines for better agricultural 
practices for soil conservation in the main hilly vine areas, in 
EmiliaRomagna (Italy)

• Comparing soil 
management practices across 
farms and assessing their 
impacts
• Researchers and many 
farmers
• Optimum use of inter-row 
grass
• Effect on organic matter, 
erosion and production

http://www.pedologia.net
/it/PRO-
VITERRE/cms/Pagina.actio
n?pageAction=&page=Info
Suolo.35&localeSite=it
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PRO-VITERRE: Guidelines for better agricultural practices for soil conservation in the main hilly vine areas, in EmiliaRomagna PRO-VITERRE: LINEE GUIDA DELLE BUONE PRATICHE AGRONOMICHE PER LA CONSERVAZIONE DEI SUOLI DEI PRINCIPALI AMBIENTI VITIVINICOLI DELLA COLLINA EMILIANO-ROMAGNOLA ITALY-EMILIA-ROMAGNA Starting date - expected end date | 01.04.2016 - 31.03.2019 Website Operational Group  The partners' objective is elaboration of guidelines on good soil management techniques in order to match the environmental benefits, such as maintaining soil organic matter and promote soil preservation from erosion, associated to the improvement on the level of production, both in qualitative and quantitative terms.  Practical problem:  The grass in the inter row is optimal in wet seasons for soil preservation from erosion.  In summer, it can affect crops’ water stress, resulting in lower production. It is fundamental to analyse how, when and in which soils there’s the need to adopt this technique.  Expected results: set up monitoring for objective data to understand the effect of vineyard soil management techniques on organic matter content, soil conservation from erosion and on the production in terms of quality and quantity. Involve  winemakers and consultants in sharing data and guidelines. The main beneficiaries will be vine growers farming hilly areas in Emilia-Romagna Region.  Lead partner: I.TER SOC: COOP.  Other partners: Research  Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore di Piacenza Farmers Azzali Chiara/Tenuta Pernice Società Agricola Pizzamiglio Stefano/Azienda Agricola La Tosa di Pizzamiglio Ferruccio e Stefano Società Semplice Burgazzi Andreana/Azienda Agricola Baraccone di Burgazzi Andreana Campanacci Marco/San Mamante Società Agricola Sguazzi Giorgia/I Perinelli Società Cooperativa Agricola Sociale Alberico Barattieri di San Pietro/Eredi Azienda Agricola Conte Otto Barattieri di San Pietro S.S. Società Agricola Anselmi Adele/Azienda Agricola Il Ghizzo di Anselmi Adele Rossi Irene/Res Uvae Società Agricola a Responsabilità Limitata Altini Mauro/La Sabbiona Società Agricola Piacentini Emanuel/Piacentini Emanuel 





And tomorrow?
Policies coming even closer 

together



Horizon Europe
Specific objectives of the Programme

Foster all forms of innovation and 
strengthen market deployment

Strengthen the impact of R&I 
in supporting EU policies

Support the creation and diffusion 
of high-quality knowledge

Optimise the Programme’s delivery for impact in a strengthened ERA

Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemSharing excellence

Pillar 1
Open Science

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

Research Infrastructures

Pillar 3
Open Innovation

European Innovation Council

European innovation ecosystems

European Institute of Innovation 
and Technology

Pillar 2
Global Challenges and 
Industrial Competitiveness

• Health
• Inclusive and Secure Society
• Digital and Industry
• Climate, Energy and Mobility
• Food and natural resources

Joint Research Centre

C
lu

st
er

s
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Horizon Europe is an evolution not revolution building on the extraordinary success of the current programme Horizon 2020.So Horizon Europe will keep the three pillar structure, be based on excellence and maintain the tested funding rules and procedure of Horizon 2020, but in a much simplified form.



INCREASE 
COMPETITIVENESS

ENSURE 
VIABLE INCOME

RESPOND TO 
CITIZENS' 

CONCERNS in terms 
of

FOOD & HEALTH 
QUALITY

VIBRANT
RURAL AREAS

SUPPORT
GENERATIONAL 
RENEWAL

PRESERVE
LANDSCAPES
& 
BIODIVERSITY

ENVIRONMENTAL
CARE

CLIMATE CHANGE
ACTION

REBALANCE
POWER IN FOOD CHAIN

THE 9

CAP
OBJECTIVES

THE 9 COMMON OBJECTIVES

21



DEVELOPING A KNOWLEDGE-
BASED AGRICULTURE

Each CAP strategic plan will 
include a section on how to 
stimulate the exchange of 
knowledge and innovation 
& the development of digital 
technologies in agriculture

Advice, training, 
innovation and 
knowledge 
support in Rural 
Development

Cross-cutting objective on 
knowledge, innovation and 
digitalisation

Strengthening of the Agricultural 
Knowledge and Innovation System

Specific budget of 
EUR 10 billion in 
Horizon Europe for 
food, agriculture, rural 
development and the 
bio-economy.

Continuation 
of the 
agricultural 
European 
Innovation 
Partnership

22



Thank you for your 
attention!

Alexia.rouby@ec.europa.eu

www.eip-agri.eu
Register today!

mailto:fabio.cossu@ec.euroap.eu
http://www.eip-agri.eu/
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