Barriers to the
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Within the Circular Economy, repair Is the best
way to Save Resources & Create Jobs.

But, we need to remove some barriers first.
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Typical barriers to repair are illustrated with
concrete examples taken from
Brussels Tool Library Tournevie.

www.tournevie.be

The same problems are encountered when
repairing other products such as household
appliances or ICT equipment.
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Product Design

v

Undersized components in

Sturdy & modular construction .
clamshell housing
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Spare parts Availability

v X

< 3 years old, even wear parts

> 30 years old, parts still available _
not available
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Spare parts Price

v X

Basic part (plastic housing) Basic part (plastic housing)
costs 3,5% of new product costs 70% of new product
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Repair Tools & Information

Bearing retainer

- Requires specific tool to remove
(face spanner wrench)

- Has left-hand threads
This Is detailed in the repair manual

— which is made available only
to authorized brand dealers
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Labour Cost

Repair is labour-intensive

Reduced VAT on repair
services would make repair
more competitive
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Liability

Key obstacle between manufacturers & repair economy:

Who is responsible if a repaired
product malfunctions?
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What the Repair Economy Needs:

Ecodesign criteria:
- Design for repairability
- Spare parts availability & pricing
 Availability of special tools & information
Labour cost: reduce taxes on repair services

Liability: clarify responsibility for repaired goods

Let‘s make this happen by 2017!
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