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Unemployment levels in Europe remain high 



Unemployment by previous occupation in Europe 
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Change in Employment Share (2010-14) 
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Key points 

 A circular economy creates economic value by 
using more labour and fewer resources 

 
 Growth in circular economy can lower 

structural unemployment occurring either 
through regional mismatch/occupational 
mismatch 
 

 Leading to creation of net jobs 
 



Trend in resource efficiency in Europe 
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Jobs currently in circular economy activities in Europe 



Current jobs per 10,000 population in CE activities in Europe 



Three scenarios to indicate 
the potential for job 

creation from growth in  
circular economy in Europe 

No New 

Initiatives 

Current 

Development 

Transformation 



Country groups for scenario assumptions 

Economic 

characteristics 

Waste 

characteristics 

Predominantly 

very fast 

evolving, 

currently with 

lower GDP per 

capita (up until 

the recent 

economic crisis) 

Negative decoupling 

of waste, with 

predominantly a 

poorly established 

waste treatment and 

recycling capacity 

Moderate GDP 

per capita and 

fast to very fast 

growing 

economies (up 

until the recent 

economic crisis) 

Emerging waste 

treatment and 

recycling capacity 

which is still not fully 

developed 

Higher GDP per 

capita, 

predominantly 

moderate growth 

(up until the 

recent financial 

crisis) 

Evolving towards 

decoupling for 

municipal waste, and 

usually with a 

developed waste 

treatment and some 

recycling heritage 



S2: Current development in CE in Europe continues to 2030 



S3: Transformational development in CE in Europe to 2030 



Conclusions 

 Resource efficiency has increased but Europe is not very 
circular 

 A circular economy creates economic value through using 
more labour and fewer resources 

 3.4 million people currently employed in circular economy 
in Europe 

 Current jobs in circular economy are distributed across 
Europe, broadly in line with the distribution of total 
employment 

 A growing circular economy in Europe can potentially 
create (net) jobs by reducing regional mismatches in 
unemployment 

 Potential for 1.2 to 3 million jobs created by 2030 with 
unemployment reductions of 250k to 520k 


