Family, friends and colleagues of Semen Oblomei remember him, in
their own words:

--- Ukrainian version below ---
Sophia Hnizdovska (Ukrainian Leadership Academy):

“You were a freedom-loving person in the truest sense, although you would never
called yourself that. You would prefer “hang gliding”. But your every decision, every
Jjudgment and the tiniest choice, you wouldn't give to anyone. Everything had to pass
through a filter of your free thoughts. And you were very kind. That sincere kindness
that one can meet only in parables and legends”.

Yana Bobrova (foundation Pelican live):

“It was quite cold with a heavy rain on April 2, 2021. Still, it didn’t scare the group of our
corporate volunteers who were persistent in their desire to leave a green footprint on
the earth. Despite the difficult weather conditions, we were about to plant the trees
and wanted to make these memories warm. We managed to do it.

“No one understood that we were seeing each other for the FIRST time. We have
worked as people who are used to understand each other from the first sight. From
your very first day at the Foundation, you became a pillar of strength for me, and I've
been amazed of your steadiness.”

Ganna Lobchenko (professor at the University of Natural Resources and
Environmental Science):

“The price we pay to defend our independence and integrate the EU is extremely
high.We have lost an amazing, far-sighted, and exemplary person - Semen Oblomei. We
met when he decided to learn forestry, consciously and thoroughly understanding
what this profession means to him. Being a first-year student, after the first talk |
understand that he is a person who is not an average just-graduated schoolboy, he
was a “student-teacher”, because most of his questions became for me “home task” to
think about one more time. He joined the Kyiv Forestry Students Association and
immediately became an inspiring engine for others, forcing ideas of possible events.
Being in the second year of university he managed to get selected for the International
Forestry Fellowship Program in the USA, but covid pandemic prevented this
opportunity. But Semen never stops, he reached Erasmus+ at SLU in Sweden, and
being an open and catchy person one day he told me that he met Thomas Jansson - a
kind and interesting person | met in 2018 there - and they became friends too. When
such students select you to be a supervisor - it is a big honor, really. We agreed on his
bachelor thesis on agroforestry because he wanted to contribute his time and
knowledge in a demanded area and practically apply it in his future eco-garden. Once it
was a chance to join a team of Pelican live and Shelterbelts of Life - he did it
successfully and contributed to lots of projects.”

Vladimir Vetrogradskiy (arborist- supervisor):

"Semen Oblomei and | met only last year. During this year, many pleasant things
happened in our friendship. You have shown such a strong interest in my activities. |
was impressed with how skillfully you assisted me on my first field trip to a critically
injured tree.

You were going to teach me how to skate this year. And | was about to teach you the
very basis of a difficult non-classical arborist work. This is what you wanted. You had
such a great potential. One that I've only seen in three people in my life. We should have



gone to Lviv together this year to complete my patients together. You became
someone who | could trust. You became someone who could help those in Ukraine who
are silent.”

Anna Oblomei (sister):

"He was always independent and responsible. Ever since childhood, he behaved in such
a way that we laughingly called him "little adult man".

He did not go to serve in the military on the first day. The first week he tried to find a

place for himself, as a volunteer or in the territorial forces. Although it was difficult to
getinto the forces, he, as always, found a solution. Then, he informed us that he had
joined a team in the Svoboda Legion and they would go to the zero position.

He started with Irpin, then Rubizhne, and then Severodonetsk. As he was always
serious and responsible, he had become in charge of ten people, and the last time we
talked, he was in charge of 30 people.

I don't know how to describe our feelings to you, but every time he said, "There are my
boys, | should go.”
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Codia MHispoBCcbKa («YkpaiHcbka akagemia nigepcrTea®):

«Tu 6yB cBO60JONIFO6MBICTHO Y HaMMPABAMBILLOMY CEHCIi C/10BQ LUbOro, Xo4 Hikonn 6 cebe
TaK He Ha3BaB. Paglwe o6MpaB «aenbTanaaH». Asie KOXHE PilleHHS, KOXHEe CYAXeHHS,
KOXEH, Hexaw, KpuxXiTHUM BM6ip, Tv He BigaaBas Hikomy. M yce noBmHHO 6o
ponanCcTN Kpiab ¢hinibTPp TBOIX BifibHUX [YMOK. A we 6yB Jo6poToro. Tiero Wwuporo, npo
SKY NI B MPUTYAX TA SIereH[ax.»

filna BoépoBa (cpoHa «Peli can live»):

«2 kBiTHS1 2021 poKy 6yJ10 QOCTATHDO XOSI04HO TA NSA NOTYXHA 3/IMBQ, ase Le He
3/19KQJ10 HaLWY KOpriopaTuBHY KOMAHAY BOJIOHTEPIB, BOHW 6y CTINKUMU B CBOEMY
6QXAHHI 3anNWNTYN 3e1IeHU Chig Ha 3eMni. He gnBrsHYnucb HaQ HENPOCTI NorogHi yMoBu,
XoTinocs, wob cagXxaHHs gepes 3arnam’aTasnocs Ternammmy crioragamu. Tak i BUALLIIO.
HixTo He 3po3yMiB, wo mu BIEPLLE B XUTTi 6G44MOCS, MU NpauroBasun, K JIKOAN, WO
3BUKIN PO3YMITH OAMH OGHOIrO 3 NepLIoro nornasay. 3 Toro caMmoro nepLoro TBoro gHs
B ®oHpai T cTAB HAZIMHOKO OMOPOFO, | MEHE ANBYBAJIO, SK CTIMKO TU TPUMAELLICS?.
FaHHa Jloé4eHko (Buknagayka B YHiBepcUTeTi 6iopecypciB i MpupoaoKoprUCTyBAHHS):
«LliHa, 5Ky MU r1aTMMO 3Q 3aXMUCT HE3ASIEXHOCTI Ta iHTerpauiro B €C, Hag3BMYANHO
BUCOKQ. Y Ui AHI MM BTPATUIIN BUBOBUXHY, BANIEKOrISAHY Ta B3ipUyeBy JIHOANHY —
CemeHa O6niomest. Mu 3ycTpinncs Ha Tivt MOro CTOPIHLI XUTTS, KOJn BiH BUPILLNB
HaABYATUCSA NNICHUUTBY, CBiAOMO i JOCKOHQASIbHO PO3YMItOYM, L0 4115 HbOIro Lie rpogecis.
Byny4u nepLiokypCcHUKOM, ricsis nepLuoi po3MoBM 3 HUM S 3p03yMina, Lo Le He
3BUYANHUM LIKOSISIP, SKUU L OMHO 3AKIHYMB LIKOAY, BiH 6yB «CTYNEHTOM-1€4arorom,
TOMY 1O BiNbLWiCTb MOIro NMUTAHb CTABAJIN [4J19 MEHE JOMALIHIM 3aBAAHHSAM, HOQ SKUMU S
mana nogymaTtu we. BiH npuegHaBcs 4o Acoudiauii cTygeHTIB-nicHuKIiB Knesa i ogpasy
CTaB HATXHEHHUKOM i ABUIYHOM 47151 iHLWUNX, MPOMOHYOYM igei MoOXnBux nogiv. By nyymn
Ha Apyromy Kypci yHiBepcuTeTy, BiH 3yMiB nponTu Bigbip Ha MixHapogHy rnporpamy
ctuneHgivt nicisHnytea B CLUA, ane naHgeMmis Kosigy 3aBagusa Uit MoOXnnsocTi. [TpoTe
CeMeH Hikosin He 3yrnnHABCS, BiH 3406yB Erasmus+ B yHiBepcuTeTi y LBeuil, i, 6yayyn



BiIKPUTOO TQ MOMITHORO JIFOAMHORO, OHOI0 QHS BiH pO3roBiB MeHi, Lo 3ycTpiB Tomaca
SHccoHa - gobépy Ta UikaBy noguHY, IKOro g 3yctpina Tam y 2018 poui, - i BOHM TAKOX
cranm gpy3samu. Konv Taki CTyAeHTHU 06MpParoTb Tebe KEPIBHMKOM — Lie CripaBai Besmka
yecTb. My norogununcs wono noro 6akanaBpcbkoi poboTu 3 arponicomeniopadii, ToMy
WO BiH XOTiB NMPUCBATUTH CBIM 4ac i 3HAHHS Uivt cgbepi Ta NpakTUYHO 30CTOCOBYBATH iX
y cBOEMY Man6yTHboMy eko-cagy. OgHOro pasy Momy BurnNasaa Haroga rnpUMeRHATUCS 4o
komaHgu Peli can live Ta Jlicocmyrv XuTTsa — BiH yCrlilWHO 3 UM BrOopaBCs Ta 3po6umB
CBiVl BHecokK y 6araTo rnpoeKTiB.»

Bonoaumup BeTporpaacbkum (BUMTeNb 3 apbOPUCTUKM):

«Mu 3 CemeHoM O6710MeEM MO3HANOMUIIMCD B PEQSIBHOCTI NINLE B MUHYIIOMY poui. 3a
ueu pik 6araTo Yoro rnPUEMHOIro CTA/I0CS B HALWIM BPYX6i. Ty NposiBuB TAKUI MOTYXHUMN
iHTepec 4o MOET BiANbHOCTI, SKMU HIXTO He NposiB 4o Tebe. H 6yB 3aX0rNAeHUN TUM, SK T!
BrpaBHO [ONOMAraB MeHIi Ha NepLoMy po6o4oMy BUI3LI 4O KPUTUYHO NMOCTPAXAA0r0
Aepesa.

Ty MaB MeHe HaBYUTU B LIbOMY poLji PO3CIiKATHN Ha CKeUTI. A 1 Te6e OCHOBHUM Q3aM B
Hernerkivt HeKJIacu4YHiv apbopucTuYHivt npadi. Liboro Ty xotiB Haubinblie i B To6i 6yB
TAKMU NOTEHUias, SKOro s 3yCcTpidaB finwwe y TPbOX 30 CBOE XUTTS. Mu Mmann 6 noixatm
Uboro poky ao JlbBoBa, wob pa3oM 3aBepLmnTH MOIX NauieHTIB. S YiTKO 3HAB, Wo 1
BriopaeLcs 3 HaUCKNagHiwmum. LLjo Maso KoMy nig cuny Hacripasgi. Tu 6yB TUM, KOMY S
Mir QOBipUTH QOCUTb CKagHIi npouecy, i B Tebe 6yB 6m pe3ynbTaT. CTATH MOIM KONeroro,
o6 pa3oM foromMaraTy rno YKpaiHi TuM, XTo MOBYUTDb rPO CBOE.»

AHHa ObnomMmen (cecTpa):

«BiH 3aBxgu 6yB caMOCTIiiHMM i BigrioBiganbHuM. Llle 3 anTMHCTBA NoBoguB cebe Tak,
O MU CMIFOYNCb HA3MBAJIN MO0 HE XJ10MYUKOM, Q KMASIEHbKUM YOJI0BIKOM.

BiH niwoB cryxuTu He B nepLumny geHb. lNepwmt TUX[4eHb BiH HOMAraBcs 3HaUTH cobi
Micue, sik BosioHTep abo B TpO. | xou B TpO nonactu 6y10 CKQAHO, BiH, SIK 3aBXA4M,
3HaNWOoB piweHHS. [oTiM nocTaBue HAc nepeg baKkToM, O BiH 3 s1erioHoM «CBo604a»,
Y HbOIO € MOro X/0rui i BOHW MoigyTb HQ HY/1bOBKY.

BiH no4uHaB 3 IpriiHs, noTim 6yno PyéixHe, a notiM CeBepogoHeubK. Tak K BiH 3aBXAMN
Cepro3HUM | BigroBiaasbHUM, MOro nocTaBuInN rosI0BHUM HaOQ BECATKOKO, ase Kosn
pO3MOB/ISiSIN BOCTAHHE, BiH BuBoAgnB 30 nrogen.

S He 3HarO, SIK OMMCATH BAM HALLI XBUITFOBAHHS, AJle KOXHOIro pasy BiH Ka3aB: «Tam Moi
XJ1014i, 1 He MOXY iHaKLe.»



